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A FATHER TO HIS SON. 


LETTER I. 
My Pied Son, 


| As you are now entered upon the ſtudy of The- 
| ology, with a view to an office of all others the 


moſt important, both to yourſelf and to that part 


of ſociety with which you may, in the courſe of 


providence, be connected, I mean, the office of 2 
preacher, and perhaps of a miniſter of the goſpel; I ; 

ſhall, in this and the following letters, give you 
ſome dire&ions which may contribute to the ſuce 
ceſs of your ſtudies, to the improvement of your 


mind, and therefore to your happineſs ; imploring 


the bleſſing of God, without which no directions, 
however proper, can avail, and with which the 
moſt unpromiſing means wall ns crowned with ue 4 


—_ 4 


And in the firſt place, let me adviſe you to „ber 
a proper attention to your health. Many young 
men, partly with a view to conquer the difficulties - 
they meet with in the courſe of their ſtudies, and 


partly in order to increaſe their ſtock of knowledge 


A 4 5 0 
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gree of exerciſe which is neceſſary for the preſer- 
vation of health. The conſtitution of the body is 
ſuch, that exerciſe to a certain degree is neceſſary 
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and the .pleature which reſults from it, confine 


themſelves too much, and negle& to take that de- 


for its health ; and, therefore, for anſwering the 
purpoſes of the active mind. Without ſuch exerciſe 
the body becomes diſordered, health decays, the 
ſpirits flag, and the ardour of the mind, connected 
with a body ſo diſtempered, being cooled and damp- 


ed, its efforts are rendered ineffectual. Thus many, 
by neglecting this caution, ſhorten their days, and 


many drag out a uſeleſs life in fickneſs and pain. 
Take therefore the counſel which experience 


didates. To the labour of the mind add the exer- 


Ciſe of the body. If the weather permit, walk a 
few hours every day with an intelligent, cheerful, 
virtuous companion. This will contribute to your 
health, preſerve your ſpirits in a proper tone; give 
a ſtimulus to your love of knowledge, and even bet- 


Ter or improve your heart. 
1 am, Oc. 


— — 


5 LETTER II. 


'Þ Dear Son, | 

vo R qualifications as a teacher of religion, 1 
dps for che fake of perſpieuity, to conſider un- 
Aer the following heads: Thoſe which relate, 1. To 


vero underſtanding, 2. To ybur heart; and, 3. To 


your public conduct. 
1. Wich — to your onderſtanding It is pro- 
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per that you have it furniſhed with as many-ideas, 
or with as much uſcful knowledge, as you can. A 
man who profeſſes to be a teacher of others, ſhould 
be qualified to impart to them all the importamt 
branches of knowledge, which their various cir- 
cumſtances require, and which are neceſſary in 
order to their happineſs. | 

Now, though the defire of knowledge be natural, 


knowledge itſelf is not innate. It muſt be acquir= 
ed with mach labour, and by various means, + 


And as no man can communicate, in the ordi- 


nary courſe of things, to others, what he himfelf 
has never been poſſeſſed of, or give what he hath 


not ſome how or other received; you muſt, in 
youth, lay up a fund of knowledge, in order to an- 


{wer the exigencies, and ſupply the defects of age. 


By the experience and wiſdom of age, your building 


may be finiſhed and adorned ; but the materials 
muſt be collected in the days of youth. 


I ſhall be- 
gin with thoſe branches of knowledge which are 
Teſs material; and aſcend, by 3 to thoſe 
which are more eſſentia. REL 
While you purſue, under the inſpection of your ; 
teachers, your more ſerious ſtudies, a certain pore 
tion of time, either during the ſeſſion or vacation, 
or both, as your prudence ſhall direct, thould be 
allotted for reading ſome of the writings of the 


. ancients. Some of theſe I ſhall point aut; together 


with the advantages which may be —_—_— from 


an acquaintance with them. SY RE 

You ſhould, when you have opa Sada — 
the original, Herodotus, Xenophon, and Thieydis. Bt 
des. Theſe, though different in their ſtyle and - 1 


A2 manner, 8 : 
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manner, excel in the þiſtoric department. There 
are others, inferior indeed to thoſe above mentioned, 
whoſe works you may conſult with advantage : 
Zuch as Diodorus Siculus, Strabo, Plutarch, Di- 
onyſius Halicarnaſſenſis. The Latin hiſtorians of 
higheſt fame, you know, are Tit. Livius, Salluſt, 
Tacitus, Cæſar, and ſome others of inferior note. 
Theſe, having derived their knowledge in a great 
meaſure from the Greeks, have imitated their 
manner of writing ; ſome the looſe and flowing, 
and ſome the cloſe and energetic ſtyle. Herodotus 
and Livy are examples of the firſt; Thucydides and 
Tacitus of the laſt. A mixture of both theſe 
would perhaps conſtitute the moſt perfect ſtyle, 
With the Greek and Latin poets, at leaſt with the 
chief of them, you are already in ſome meaſure 
acquainted. 

What advantage, you will ſay, can you derive 
from an acquaintance with the works of theſe au- 
thors ? 

. By peruſing them with attention and judgement, 
you will become acquainted with the proper ſtruc- 
ture of language, and acquire a good ſtyle both in 
writing and ſpeaking. It is generally found, that 
they who read with taſte the writings of claſſic 
authors, acquire, by imitation, the moſt claſſical 

ſtyle. 

2. By reading theſe, you will perceive the vari- 
ous operations of the human paſſions and deſires, 
and thereby become better acquainted with hu- 

man nature itſelf; a ſubject which merits the par- 
ticular ſtudy of every man of your profeſſion, -Y 

* By theſe you will diſcover the wonderful ſi- 

milarity 


A FATHER TO HIS sor. 5 | 


milarity of the appetites, of the affections, and 
purſuits of mankind; that human den in all. 
ages, has been much the ſame; and therefore, that 
one God created all men, determined the times be- 
fore appointed, and the bounds of their habitation, 
and that one man was their original father. | 
4. Theſe ancient writings furniſh, many teſti- 
monies favourable to revelation. In theſe you will 
trace traditional teſtimonies concerning the crea- 
tion of the world ; the innocent, or golden age of 
mankind ; and their fall or corruption; concerning. 
the flood; the preſervation of one man and his fa- 
his mily by means of an ark; the dove let out of the 
ark * ; the deſtruction of Sodom and; Gommorah; 


Ire 
ee Moſes; the Iſraelites; their a 

-ve from Egypt; their entrance into Canaan; the 

u- amiable character of their leader, and of ſome of 
his ſuceeſſors; and concerning the Meſſiah, Who, 

nt born in Judea, was to obtain the empire of the 

"IP 

10. world, or, according to the idea of ſcripture, to in- 

in ! herit all nations. 

a I remain, Dear Son, | 

lic 5 Yours, See. 5b 

cal ; 1 . 

_- LETTER III. 

es, Dear Son, | 4.2.5 

u- AS à motive to determine you to 1 the 


ar- Greek and Latin claſſics, as opportunity or time 
will allow you, I have pointed out ſome of the ad 


fi- vantages which you may derive from an Acquaint 
ty 2 7 8 A 3 . ance 


2 7A 


* See, Lucian de Dea Syria, 


% 
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ance with them. 1] have hitherto confined my 
views, for the mott pazt, to. the hiſtorical writings 
of the. ancients. 

As to thoſe which relate to theology and morals, 
you may conſult Plato; Cicero on the nature of 
the gods, and his Tuſculan queſtions ; Arrian's 
Epictetus, Xenophon's memorable things of Socra- 
tes, Marcus Antoninus's meditations, Cicero de 
oſſieiis, Plutarch's moral works, and Seneca. 

In each of theſe you will meet with many good 
ſentiments, but ſo detached, ſo unconnected with 
proper principles, and with ſuch evidence of their 
ignorance of God, his perfections and will, of 
the immortality of the ſoul, and of the other mo- 
tives to, or ſources of virtue and obedience; that 
you will be moved with compaſſion for men who 
lived in an age of fo much darknefs and uncertain- 
ty, and who panted after happineſs: with fo little 
hope of obtaining it. The more, indeed, you are 
acquainted with the works now mentioned, and 
with others of the ſame kind, the more clearly you 
will perceive the need of a more perfect and infal- 
lible guide, and the more you will prize and ad- 
mire the ſacred writings. 

Some, enticed by the fine taſte of the heathen 
claſſic writers, and ſome with the proſpe@ of fame 
as the reward of their learning, devote much of 
their time to the ſtudy of their works ; but, if you 
are wiſe, you will make your knowledge of them 
ſubfervient to nobler purpoſes ; you will conſider 
theſe authors not as your maſters, but ſervants : 
brain di guide to * and happineſs much 
more 


more noble and „ word of God, er 5 
1s als to make you wiſe to ſalvation. | 


J remain, Dear Son,, 
Yours, Tc, El 


LETTER IV. 
Dear Son, 5 


HAVING mentioned the ſacred writings, the 
ſoundation of our hope, and öf our felicity: In or- 
der to abridge your labour, and facilitate your in- 
quiry concerning the evidence of their truth, or 
of their being the word. of God, I ſhall endeavour 
briefly to explain to you the nature of that evi- 
dence, It is commonly diſtinguiſhed into two- 
kinds; the one is called the external, and the other 
the internal evidence of revelation. 1 

The external evidence ariſes from Miracles, from | 
prophecies, and the ſpeedy propagation of the gol. 
pel, notwithſtanding the many obſtacles which it 
had to ſurmount. 

1. With reſpe& to miracles, A miracle may 
perhaps be defined a work, which it ſurpaſſes 
the power of man to perform. Should a man, by 
a touch, or by a word ſpoken, open the eyes of men 
born blind; as we never ſaw or heard of one who, 
by his own power, was able to perform ſuch 
wonderful cures, as the man teſtified whoſe eyes 
our Lord opened, John ix. 32. we muſt conclude: 
that he performed ſuch works by the aid of 2 
power ſuperior to his own, . | 

In the courſe of your inquiry, you ſhall 1 

Ae b led 
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led perhaps to ſuppoſe, that an agent ſuperior to 
to man, ſuch as an angel, may work miracles. 
We know not indeed the extent of the power of an- 
gels, but we know, that if the work performed be 
of the beneficent kind, if it contributes to the re- 
lief or happineſs of men, if its natural tendency 1s 
to lead them to love, to obey, to imitate God, and 
therefore to honour him, it could not be performed. 
by the agency of an evil being, or angel; as that 
being would thereby a& contrary to his nature, 


and his ſuppoſed, intereſt; a thing which cannot 


7). om If Satan, ſaith our Lord, be divided a. 
« gainſt himſelf, how can his kingdom ſtand?” 
If this work, or theſe works, were performed by 


a good angel, as ſuch an angel does nothing but by 


the appointment, and according to the will of God, 
and by, a power derived from him, we muſt conſi- 


der that work to be the ſame as if it had been per- 


formed immediately by God himſelf. But by the 
ſacred hiſtory we learn, that though many miracles 


were wrought by men, they were performed by 


the immediate agency of the Divine power. 
When therefore a man appears and works mi- 

racles, theſe miracles are proofs that he was, as he 

profeſſes, ſent of God. And when he teaches cer- 


' tain doQrines, or communicates certain inſtructions 
| (of the ſame beneficent tendency with his miracles), 
= which he affirms he was commiſſioned by God to 


deliver to mankind, we have reaſon to believe, 


that be was commiſſioned ſo to teach, and are bound. 
to receive his inſtructions, as coming from God, 


This obſervation will apply to all the teachers of 
$. E33 religion 


** 
— 
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religion wha wrought miracles, and whoſe names)” Fo 


are recorded in the ſacred books *. 


T remain, my Dear Son, 
Yours, Oc. 


——ͤ — 


LETTER V. 


Dear Son, 


PROPHECY affords another evidenoe of the 
truth of our religion. The gift of prophecy is a 


ſupernatural one, by the influence of which, men | 


poſſeſſed of it foreſee and predict events as yet 
future, and ſome of them perhaps very remote; 
which no man, however intelligent or ſagacious 
he might be, could, without that gift or power, 
have foreſeen, or predicted. With inſtances of 
ſuch predictions the ſacred writings abound. 

And here the obſervation formerly made, con- ; 
cerning the ſuppoſed influence of good or evil an- 
gels in the caſe of miracles, might be again re- 


| peated on the ſubject of prophecy ; but as you have 
immediate acceſs to, or will eaſily remember it, 1 


a repetition would be ſuperfluous. 

You will probably af, How. could the predic- 
tion of an event be an evideneeto thoſe who heard 
it, that the man who delivered it was a prophet, 
and ſent-of God, until they ſaw the event accom- 
pliſhed ? It is to bibſer ved, that the diſtance be- 
tween the prediction nad the event foretold was 
ſometimes ſo t. that the perſons who heard the 

KP Pn ene 
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one could eaſily ſee the other; and thereby obtain 


full evidence of the truth. 
The prediQions of the different plagues to be in- 


flicted on the Egyptians, were ſo ſoon fulfilled by 
the events, that a day ſometimes hardly interven- 


ed between them; and the whole were accompliſh. 
ed in a very ſhort fpace. 

Many inſtances, ſimilar to theſe, of the ſhort in- 
terval between the predictions and their accom- 
pliſhment might be given; and as the predictions 


were numerous, the events correſponding daily 


happening, would gradually prepare men intereſt- 
ed in them, for the firm belief of ſuch as related to 
future times, however diſtant; to the revolutions, 


for inftance, which were to take place in the king- 


doms'of the world; to the coming of the Meſſiah ; 
to his death; his reſurrection ; and his coming to 
Judge the world; with the events which ſhall follow 


. Many of theſe prediQions, then daily verified, 
would afford to thoſe to whom they were deliver. 


ed ſufficient evidence, that the immediate authors 


of them were prophets, or men ſent of God; and 


that the writings of theſe men, eoterebending 


theſe predictions, with a variety of ether inſtruc- 
tions, were his word. 

Though the prophets were under the influence 
of inſpiration when they delivered their predic- 
tions; you will aſk, What evidence have we, that 
they were under the ſame influence when they 
communicated to mankind, and committed to writ. 
ting, their other inſtructions ? 

As mankind ſtood in need of a perfect ſyſtem of 
religion, 


religion, or of a perfect rule of faith and of man- 


writers in ſome cafes, and in others leave them 
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ners, in order to attain to perfect happineſs : as 
men, however intelligent, however pious and wiſe 
they may be, when left, in any caſe, entirely to the 
direQion of their own reaſon, are apt to err, and 
muſt err, eſpecially in matters ſo ſublime, and ſo 
far removed from human obſervation as thoſe of 
religion generally are; and as men, in their preſent 
corrupt ſtate, are apt to embrace error rather than 
truth, and thus to wander out of the way, and to 
miſs that happineſs which the goſpel was defigned 
to confer; we may, without heſitation, conclude, 
that God would not infallibly direct the facred 


entirely to the direction of their own judgment; 
and thus defeat his own purpoſe, that is, the pur- 
poſe of his glory by the communication of ape 
neſs to men. 
What end could a number of infallible predie- 
tions have anſwered, without every other direction, 
equally infallible, neceſſary for men, in order to 
reap the benefit of theſe predictions? We may 
therefore infer, that not only in ſome, but in all 
caſes relating to the inſtruction of men, God ioſpi- 
red and directed the ſacred writers, 2 Tim. iii. 16. 
« All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
4 and is profitalle; for. doctrine, for reproof, for 
« correction, and Tü n in righteouſneſs, that 
©« the man of God may perfect, thoroughlix 
„ fyrniſhed unto all geen works.“ 2 Pet. i. 21. 9 
* Prophecy came not in old de, by the will of 
| - 00mm 
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“man, but holy men of Gop ſpake as they were 
« moved by the Holy Ghoſt *.” | 

«2 I remain, Dear Son, 


Yours;. tc „ 


LETTER VI. 
Dear Son, 


HAVING mentioned the ſacred writings, I am. 
for the-ſake of connection, to ſubjoin here a few 
additional obſervations, which ſhould properly have 
been deferred till a future ſtage of our correſpond- 
ence. You aſk, How could Chriſtians, when the. 
truths of the goſpel were firſt committed to wri- 
ting, diſtinguifh what writings were inſpired, and 
what were not? The teſtimony of our Lord, who, 
in his diſcourſes, often referred and appealed to the 
ſcriptures of the Old Teſtament, without any mark 
of diſapprobation of any part of them, as falſe or er- 
roneous, furniſſies an evidence of the higheſt and 
moſt convincing niture, that theſe ſcriptures are the 
word of God, . | 1 

With reſpect to the New Teſtament, The firſt 
Chriſtians having frequently heard the apoſtles 
preaching the goſpel, were thoroughly acquainted 
with the truths of it befare they were committed 
to writing ; and after they were recorded, they re- 

TR | ceived 


On the ſubject of prophecy, you may read Sir Iſaac New- 
ton, Mede, M*Laurin, and Sherlock. But I particularly re- 
commend Biſhop Hurd's introduction to the ſtudy of prophe - 
- ey; BiſhopNewton, Halifax, and the other authors who preach. 
eld on this topic at Warburton's lecture. Read alſo, Bennet 
on the inſpiration of ſcripture. 2 
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ceived them, by means of their previous knowledge, 
confidently, and without any hefitation; as of Di- 
vine authority. And it: may be farther obſerved, 


that when the apoſtle Paul, and ſome of the other 3 
apoſtles wrote epiſtles to particular churches, the 


Chriſtians to whom they were addreſſed, having 
as clear evidence, and being as fully PS ct or 
that theſe writings were the. works of their re- 
ſpective authors, as any man can be of the authen-- 
ticity of the epiſtles of his friends, with whom. he 
hath often converſed, and with whoſe ſentiments. 
he is well acquainted, received them. as the wri- 
tings of inſpired men. 

This obſervation: may be YT in bene * 
all the parts of the New Teſtament. i=: 

And thus the firſt Chriſtians were not obliged to 


wait till a council of learned, but fallible men 


ſhould meet, and determine what ſcriptures they. 
ſhould receive as the word of God, and what they 
ſhould reject. How weak and uncertain a founda- 


tion for their faith, and for ours, would the deciſion 74 


of ſuch a council have proved! And how thlank- 


ful ſhould we be, that Providence left no room for: 


the trial of ſuch: an expedient ! .- 


From the acconnt which I have given, vou will 
| eafily. percelve, that long before learned men ap- 
peared in the church, after the death of the apoſ- 


tles, all Chriſtians had in general received all the 


parts of the New Teſtament as the ground of their 


faith, and the rule of their practice, and with the 
utmoſt care had tranſmitted them to their chien 5 


and their ſueceſſofrs. 
4 * have theſe rings paſſing through fo mas . 


oy. 


= 
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ny ages, and ſo many hands, undergone no altera- 
tion, or ſuffered no material injury; and by what 
means have they been preſerved uncorrupted ? 
The ſcriptures being the word of God, and deſign- 
ed to accompliſh the moſt noble ends—the honour 
of God, and the happineſs of men; we have the 
beſt reaſon to believe, that he, whoſe influence ex- 
tends through all, would fo far: watch over and 
protect them, as to prevent the introduction of any 
corruption. or alteration that might fruſtrate the 
ends intended by them. 
Some of the means, in the hand of God, by 
which they have been thus preſerved, were, 

2x, The zeal of the firſt Chriſtians, and their at 
a to the cauſe of Chriſtianity. 

The ſacred writings they embraced as their-in.. 
hexitance, infinitely more intereſting to them than 


gold or ſilver, or any worldly poſſeſſion. By theſe 


they lived, from theſe they derived their inſtruc. 
tion, their hope, their comfort, and happineſs. In 
tranſcribing, therefore, copies of the ſcriptures, 
they would be ſo vigilant, that no material error 
could be admitted, either by their own careleſſneſs 
or by the inattention or deſign of other men. 

In the 2d place, Different opinions, relating to 
certain points, having been early entertained by 
the members of the Chriſtian church, and there- 
fare, different parties or ſes, eſpouſing theſe o- 
pinions, would, with peculiar zeal, attend to the 

motions of each other; ſo that ſhould one party at- 
_ tempt. to alter, or corrupt any paſſage, in order to 
favour their own opinion, the other would not fail 
er e e them to infamy and 

G 5 8 ſhame. 
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' ſhame. And this cavfe hath not failed, from the 
beginning hitherto, to produce the fame falutary 
effects. Accordingly, after all the landable pains 
beſtowed, the inquiries, and collations of different 
copies, made by the learned in different kingdoms, 
eſpecially in our own, in order to difcover and 
correct the errors, which, by the careleflneſs of 
tranſcribers, may have crept into the facred wri- 
tings ;. no error that can materially' affe& or alter 
any doctrine, or precept of Chriſtianity,” has been 
diſcovered. How great cauſe of joy to Chriſtians 
is this! What a ſource of gratitude to Gon, by 
whoſe influence and kindnefs the bible hath been 
tranſmitted to us, through ſo many hands, and a- 
midſt ſo great dangers, entire and mand i: 

I * N ts 

WL "Ry Ge. 
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Dear Son, | 


THE laſt external evidence of the beste 
of the goſpel revelation which I mentioned, and 
propoſe to illuſtrate, ariſes, from the ſpeedy propa». 
gation of the goſpel, notwithſtanding the many obs 
ſtructions 8b ay in the way of it; bann 

1h 


Read Leland's deine 2 of the Old and New 
Teſtaments; Stennet on the authority and uſe of ſcripture; © 
a ſermon of Mr Martin's of Monimeal, on the preſervation. © 
and tranſmiſſion of the holy ſcriptures ; Gibſon on the credi- 
bility of the goſpel hiſtory; and Findlay's vindicatiom of che 
ſacred Books againſt Voltaire. You ſhould alſo read,  Shucs 
ford's and Prideaux's connections of ſacred and profane hiſto- 


ry, and Vitringa's hy potypoſis hiſtoriz er cen eee 


"- 3 


x6 LETTERS FROM 


3 powers, and ordigary means, would have 
| "th inſuperable. 

For the ſake of Foy EYE I ſhall firſt; point out 
the obſtructions, and then the means which God 
employed for removing or overcoming them. 

I. With reſpe& to the difficulties or obſtructions 
which the goſpel had to encounter, (not to mention 
the prejudices and enmity of the Jews, which, in 
the New Teſtament hiſtory, you will ſee expreſſed 
in various ways, and upon many occaſions), I ſhall 
conſider the prejudices of the common people, in the 
heathen world, in. favour of their own religion ; 
the pride of philoſophers; the ſelfiſhneſs of prieſts; 
and the authority and policy of princes. 

As to the prejudices of the common people. 
Whatever opinions. men have been long accuſtomed 
to entertain, whether they be proper or improper, . 
true or falſe, to theſe they become ſo much attach- 
ed, and of theſe they are ſo tenacious, that no evi-- 
dence can convince, nor any argument determine 
them to alter their opinions, even when they are 
wrong, or ill founded. This obſervation will be 

found true; particularly with reſpect to religious 
opinions. Among the different ſects of Chriſtians, | 
when men have been trained from their infancy in 
the belief of certain tenets: or doQrines, handed 
_ down through a long liſt of progenitors; theſe, . 
though but partially true, or perhaps altogether 
falſe, - they firmly believe; for theſe they contend 
with all their might, reje& with abhorrence every 
opinion inconſiſtent with them, and defpiſe, or even 
Hate thoſe-who hold them. If, then, men profefling 
Guini, dern enjoy more light, and better op- 
portunities 
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portunities of information than the heathen, by the 
force of education, and the influence of cuſtom, a- 
dopt opinions relating to matters of religion, which 
may be, and in ſome caſes are really falſe, and ad- 
here to them with obſtinacy; how much more 
may we expect to meet with ſuch prejudices, and 
ſuch conduct among the heathen? Accuftomed from 
their infancy, to ſee their parents and neighbours em- 
ployed in performing certain religious rites, and of- 
fering prayers to their gods ; having no Judgment” 
to diſcern the truth, nor opportunity of proper in- 
formation, they adopted that mode of religion as the” 
beſt, and were prepared at all hazards to Wr 
every other. Their minds, prepoſſeſſed with error, 
were effectually ſhut againſt the light of truth. 
Thus their former habits, their paſſions and preju- 
dices, had room to operate ; and thus, not only by 
means of their own prejudices, but by the influ- 
ence of the unbelieving Jews, and of their heathen? 
rulers, they were always ready to reſiſt the goſpel, 
and to perſecute its friends. You will find many- 
inſtances of this in the New Teſtament, See par- 
ticularly Acts xiiith and xivth chapters. 
- "2" aw; Dear _ HAS 


. Ss Yours, 80. 
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Dear Son, 
ANOTHER obſtruction to a progreſs of. the: 
goſpel. was the pride of philoſophers. When You... 
become acquainted with the hiſtory, and the Writ - 


ings of theſe n * rede 2 
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that their knowledge, particularly reſpecting reli. 
gion, was very limited and imperfe&, or rather 
- that their ignorance was very great. Senſible that 
the ſtores of their domeſtic knowledge were very 

ſcanty, many of them, I mean of the Greek phi- 
loſophers, travelled into foreign countries; and, af- 
ter all their acquifitions, how imperfe& and falſe 
were their ideas of God, of the origin of the world, 

and of the government of it; of the mind of man, 
and of his future deſtination ! 

The beſt articles, or the moſt important truths, 
which they had imported, they hid, for the moft 
part, under the veil of fables; or, at leaſt, having re- 
ceived them in that dreſs, they tranſmitted them to 
their countrymen. in the ſame form. They excel- 
led in the arts of ſpeaking and of writing: but, not- 
withſtanding af this, they not only did not attempt 
to anſtru&t the common people, but they neglected 
and deſpiſed them, as @ race far inferior to them- 
|; ſelves. Having acquired a certain ſpecies of know- 

ledge, which they called wiſdom, or philoſopby, as 
| ſome with more modeſty denominated it, i. e. the 
love of wiſdom, ** they became vain in their imagi- 
© nations, and their fooliſn hearts were darkened.“ 
By their wiſdom, the apoſtle even ſays, they knew 
© not God.” In what light would the apoſtles and 
firſt Chriſtians, who publiſhed doQrines fo totally 
different from all that they had ever heard, or 


temptible one without doubt. Although they 
rere ſplit into a variety of parties, although they 


i} | hated, and contended fiercely with one another, 
18 — were all ready to e every at- 


e . tempt 


taught, appear to theſe vain men? In a moſt con- 
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tempt towards innovation, or the alteration or o- 
verthrow of their own ſyſtem. Every eye was 


vigilant, and every hand armed, in defence of the 


plan which they had adopted. Thus certain philo- 
lophers, of the Epicureans and Stoicks, though men 
of very oppoſite principles, encountered the apoſtle 
Paul when he was at Athens: And ſome faid, 
„What will this babler ſay? Other ſame, he ſeem- 
l eth to be a ſetter forth of ſtrange gods; becauſe he 
4 preached unto them Jeſus, and the reſurrection.“ 

How much derifion and contempt are expreſſed here? 
And, at the fame time, what keen oppoſition to the 


new doctrine? / And they took and brought him to 


„ Areopagus, ſaying, May we know what this no 
« doctrine, whereof thou ſpeakoſt, is ? Acts xvii. 


« Then there arofe certain of the ſynagogue, 
« which is called the ſynagogue of the Libertines, 
« of the Cyrenians, and Alexandrians, and of them 
« of Cilicia, and of Afia, diſputing with Ste- 
« phen,” Ads vi. 9. This was perhaps a college 


of Jewiſh philoſophers ; at leaſt, they were men of 
the ſame ſpirit with that of the Greeks e 
mentioned, At: 
Dear Son, x vet © ORR 
Yours, Wc. 
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"ANOTHER abftruftion in the way af ii. 
nity was, the ſelfiſhneſs of the prieſts, The num- 


ber of gods i in the heathen world was immenſe: 
| FA | and 
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and the prieſts employed in their ſervice were nu- 
merous in proportion. To theſe may be added, a 
multitude of artificers, ſervants or retainers of va- 
rious orders, dependant upon the prieſts attached 
to the ſeveral temples, and to the worſhip perform- 
ed in them. The lands conſecrated, the offerings 
made, and the gifts preſented for the ſupport of 


theſe temples, and of the prieſthood, muſt have 


conſtituted a vaſt fund of wealth, by which a nu- 
merous body of men, reputed facred, were main- 
tained in luxury, in affluence, and eaſe. 

Concerning the lands of the Egyptian prieſts 
you will read in Geneſis xlviith chapter. Herodo- 
tus and Diodorus Siculus, you know, alſo treat of 
the diſtin&ion, of the wealth, and the influence of: 
that claſs, From the hiſtory of theſe, we may 
judge of the circumſtances, of the riches, and pow- 
er of all others of the ſame order, in all other na- 
tions through the heathen world. 


Now,. as Chriſtianity was deſigned, and had a 


tendency to introduce the knowled ge and worſhip of. 
the one true God, to baniſh polytheiſm and ido- 


latry; and conſequently, to overturn that ſyſtem, 


from which a claſs of men, ſo numerous, and ſo 


powerful, derived not only their ſubſiſtence, but 
much wealth, authority, and pleaſure ; we may ea- 


ſily ſuppoſe, though we had not the evidence which 


providence hath furniſhed, that it would be an ob- 


ject of jealouſy and averſion; ; that the prieſts and 


their retainers, in the ntmoſt hazard of loſing at 


once their religion and wealth, would be fired with 
hs * reſentment n the preachers and 


frie nds: 


A FATHER TO HIS SON, 21 


friends of Chriſtianity, and ready armed to * | 
cute and deſtroy them. "Bo 

A ſpecimen of this oppoſition to the . to 
their companions, and to the goſpel which they 
preached, was the tumult raiſed by Demetrius, a 
ſilver ſmith, and his companions of the ſame oceu- 
pation, probably under the influence of the priefts 
belonging to the temple of Epheſus. 

Ye know, ſaid he, © that by this craft,” that i is, 
by making ſil ver ſhrines for Diana, the goddeſs of 
the Epheſians, © we have our wealth, &c. ſo that 
* not only our craft is in danger to be ſet at 
* nought; but alſo, that the temple of the great 
“ goddeſs Diana ſhould be deſpiſed; and her mag- 
< nificence ſhould be deſtroyed, whom all Afia, 
« and the world worſhippeth.” By this ſpeech the 
minds of the people were inflamed, a tumult was 
raiſed ; and had not Providence interpoſed, the a- 
poſtle and his companions would have been torn 
an Pieces, Acts xix. 

I remain, Dear Sor 
| Yours, Oc. 
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Dear Son, 

ANOTHER impediment which Chriſtianity had 
to ſurmount was the power and pride of the ru- 
lers of the heathen world. The Roman emperor, 
for inſtance, raiſed to be the head of ſo vaſt an em- 
pire, having under his direction ſo many claſſes of 
men in every department, muſt have been poſſeſſed 
of 
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of great power; and therefore very formidable to 

men of any profeſſion, who happened to be objects 
of his reſentment ; and his reſentment, would be 
eaſily kindled by the inſinuations and complaints of 
intereſted and deſigning men of every order, ready, 
upon the ſlighteſt ground, to enter in, and to com- 
municate ſuſpicions relating to the danger to which 
their religion and the ſtate were expaſed. Theſe 
ſuſpicions or complaints being tranſmitted to the 
chief ruler, or to his miniſters, by governors of 
provinces, or magiſtrates of cities, and to theſe a- 
gain by the ſuperſtitious mob, or by intereſted 
he was ready, by the immenſe force at his 
eber to cruſh any ſect, which had been repre- 
ſented by its enemies as holding opinions which 
were dangerous. Nay, his ſervants, without his 
interference, and even without his knowledge, 
were often diſpoſed to execute upon the profeſſors 
of Chriſtianity, laws, or edits, however unjuſt and 
ſevere ; and frequently without the authority of 
an edi& they perſecuted theſe innocent men. Our 
Saviour was accuſed by his enemies, as a perverter 
of the people, and an enemy to Ceſar. Pilate, 
convinced that theſe accuſations were groundleſs, 
and that Jeſus was innocent, made many efforts to 
acquit him; but the Jews cried out, If thou let 
„ this man go, thou art not Cæſar's friend; whoſo- 
ever maketh himſelf a king, ſpeaketh againſt 


tt Ceſar.“ The timid governor yielded, and the 


«confequence was, Jeſus was crucified. The paſſage 
dow quoted relates to the Jews; but the heathen, 
it is evident, were eonally ill diſpoſed. When the 
ole, at Philippi, an cured the .pythonels, or 
| caſt 


them to the magiſtrates, ſaying, * Theſe men, be- 
ing Jews, do exceedingly trouble our city, aßd 
teach cuſtoms which are not lawful'for us to re- 
* ceive, neither to obſerve, being Romans: And the 
* multitude rofe up together againſt them, and che 
* magiſtrates laid many ftripes upon hem, Acts 
xvi. Our Saviour, addrefſfing his diſciples, told them, 
« If they have perſecuted me, they will alfo perſe- 
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caſt out of a woman the ſpirit of divination; her 
maſters, ſeeing that the hope of their gains was 


gone, caught Paul and Silas, and drew them in- 


to the market place, unto the rulers, and brought 


cute you ;” which accordingly came to paſs. They 


were accuſed, hut 'falfely, as peſtilent men, and 
raiſers of ſedition among the people, and perſecut- 
ed accordingly. < We are made,” ſaith the apoſtle, 
as the filth"of the world, and are the off.ſcouring 
of all things unto this day,” 1 Cor. iv. 13. For 

farther particalars relating to this ſubject, I refer 
you to the hiſtory of the New Teſtament, and to 
that of the church ſubſequent to the Apoſtolic 
age . LEP 5 0 


I remain, Dear Son, | 
- . 4 5 Yours, Wc. 


* You will find much information and pleaſure from per- 
afing Milner's church hiftory, Newton's (of London) review 


of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory ; Moſheim's church hiſtory ; and Mil- 
lar's propagation of Chriſtianity,—In Jablonſki's inſtitutiones 


hiſtorize Chriſtianæ, there is an excellent and diſtinct abridge- 


ment of the principal and beſt authenticated facts in ancient 


eccleſiaſtical hiſtory; and many curious and intereſting facts 


in the modern ſtate of the church, are to be found in Ur 
_ Erſkine's ſketches and hints of church hiſtory, & . 


PS 
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= Dear Son, 


{HAVING * out the chief impediments 
. Which lay in the way of the propagation of Chriſ- 
 Lianity, I ſhall now conſider the means employed 
for removing or ſurmounting them. 'Theſe means 

were, the inſtructions communicated by the apoſtles 
and their ſucceſſors, accompanied by the miracles 
which they wrought, and the manner of life which 
© they exhibited, 

As to their inſtructions. The doctrine which 
they principally recommended was the doctrine of 
the croſs, or faith in a Saviour who had been cru- 

 cified, as the only ground of hope, and the only 
way to ſalvation. The duties which they recom- 
. mended were devotion, not to the gods which the 
heathen worſhipped, but to the true God, ho 
made heaven and earth, and all things in them; 


©... uprightnefs of conduct, patience under affliction, 


forgiveneſs of i injuries, kindneſs and benevolence to 
all men, even to enemies; and the ſtricteſt ſobriety 
with reſpect to err ſyſtem in all re- 
ſpects ſo humiliating to the pride of mankind, ſo 
adxerſe to their feelings, their views and prepoſeſ- 
. that ns man who recommended it could en- 
tertain any hope, that, wala A aid, it 
would ſucceed, | 

With reſpect to 5 influence of the miracles 
gt by the apoſtles, and of their pious and 
_ beneficent lives, even theſe, without ſupernatural 
id, would produce but a {light and temporary ef- 
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fet. The children of Iſrael in the wilderneſs 
lived by miraculous interpoſitions, and their leader. 
was diſtinguiſhed by every virtue; and yet fo 
much did they provoke God by their unbelief, 
and by their diſobedience, that, a very few-except- 
ed, he deſtroyed them in the wilderneſs. The 
life of our Saviour, after he appeared as a teacher, 

was a life of miracles, of piety, of humanity, of 
temperance, and of good works ; and yet how few, 
comparatively ſpeaking, believed in him, or be- 
came his real friends! He cured at once ten lepers, 
but of - theſe one only returned to give God 
thanks; and among thoſe who cried, Crucify him, - 
crucify. him, there were perhaps ſome, perhaps 
many, whoſe friends, or themſelves, had reaped the 
benefit of his miracles. The reſult was, that * 
heavenly teacher was put to death. | 

The religion of Mahomet was very Cucceſiful, 
and propagated 1 in a ſhort time through many king- 
doms; but in this caſe there is no cauſe of wonder: 
For, on the one hand, men were intimidated by the 
fear of the ſword; and, on the other, enticed by the 
future profpe& of ſenſual pleaſures, objects per- 
fectly adapted to the corrupt defires and paſſions of 
men. Theſe proved temptations which few had _ 
the courage to reſiſt. Oppoſed then to Chriſtiani- 
ty were all the paſſions of human nature ; vanity, 


pride, ſelfiſhneſs, the love of pleaſure, of honour, > 72 5 


and of wealth; the learning then in vogue; and the; 
civil power, which was very formidable; and all, 
theſe fortified by ſtrong prejudices, and confirmed; 15 


by loug continued and deep rooted habits. Oi he OE Y oo . | 
lide of e was a nom, of religion re- | 
B 3 


commended 
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commended by the preaching ol a few poor, ſimple, 
illiterate men, a ſyſtem quite adverſe to the pre- 
judices, the habits, the purſuits, and proſpects of 
mankind; and ſubverſive of that ſuperſtructure 
which had been reared with ſo much care, cement- 
ed by the influence of ſo many ages, and guarded 
by ſo many hoſts of men, and, ſhall I add, of devils 
alſo, „ 

Io any man therefore of the leaſt refle&ion, it 
will evidently appear as impoſſible, that Chriſti. 
anity could, without the agency of ſupernatural 
power, have. prevailed, and that the oppaſing ſyſ- 
tems could have fallen before it, as that the walls 
of Jericho ſhould have fallen by the ſhouting of 
the people who ſurrounded them, or by the ſound 
.of the rams horns. Since, then, Chriſtianity bath 
thus prevailed, and was in a few years propagated 
through great part of the then known world, the 
excelleticy of the power was evidently of God, and 


— —„-—-—t 


= — — , — 


e * oy ie lll aa ws. A. e at 


of God. 
I xemain, Bone Son, 
Yours be. 


LETTER XII. 
| Dear Son, © [OY 
| E | IN the preceding letter, I have given you a 


brief account of the external, and now proceed to 


point out ſome of the internal evidences of the 
truth of nn. . Of Gals _ be mention- 
ed, 


ip _ e in, NEE nature, and 
re my 


| Londen of Mabometauiſo, £ 
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od, the harmony or concert of the various parts at 
the ſacred writings ; their ſuitableneſs to our con- 
dition; and the experience Which real Chriſtians 
poſſeſs of their truth. <1 

The harmony or concert of the various parts 5 
of the ſcriptures, furniſhes a ſtrong proof that 
God is the author of them, Beſide the hiſtory 
contained in the ſcriptures, of the great events 
which have happened in the world, —of the riſe, of 
the fall, and ſucceſſion of kingdoms ; beſide the 
biography of particular perſons, and predictions of 
revolutions which were afterwards to take place, 
there is evidently a great ſcheme introduced, and c 
carried on through the whole, upon which an 
the other parts now mentioned depend, and to 
which they are made ſubſervient. And this 
ſcheme, or plan, relates to the Meſſiah, who, by his 
wonderful interpoſition, was to ſave his people 
from their fins: This plan was early brought to 
light, by the promiſe, concerning the Seed of the 
woman, delivered to our firſt parents, Tt was 
gradually unfolded in the courſe, and by the direc- 
tion of providence. Its nature was explained, and | 
its accompliſhment predicted, by men who lived i in 
ages, many of them ſo very remote from one ano- 
ther, that they could not poſſibly act in concert, or 
1 a J vith deſign; and, I may add, by men who did not 

to perfectly underſtand the nature and cireumſtances 
the Nof the plan which they deſcribed: 1 Pet. i. 1% 
11, 12. „Of which ſalvation the prophets have en 
7 quired, and ſearched diligently, who propheſied 
© of the grace which ſhould come unto you: ſearth- 

"og what, and what manner of time, the Spirit of 
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« Chriſt, which was in them, did fignify, when it 
© teſtified before hand the ſufferings of Chriſt, and 
e the glory that ſhould follow: unto whom it was 
« revealed, that not unto themſelves, but unto a 
«they did nuniſter the things, which are r * 1 
« unto you by them that have preached tlie goſ- 
1 pel unto you, with the Holy Ghoſt ſent # aut 
© from heaven; which — the angels defire to 
« look into.“ v2 
Even our Lord's diſciples, who enjoyed advan- 
tages, in point of inſtruction, ſuperior to thoſe of 
other men, did not comprehend the meaning of the 
prophetic writings, nor of their Maſter's inſtruc- 
tions, till; after his reſurrection, he opened their 
* underſtandings, that they 1 underſtand the 
eſoriptures. “ 
-* Here then is a plan benfifing of many parts, in 
the execution -of which were involved, the glory 
of God and the happineſs of men; a plan gradu- 
ally executed by the miniſtry of men, who general- 
I y lived at periods of time fo diſtant from one a- 
nother, that they could not act in concert, or by 
combination ;::by the miniſtry of men who did not 
perfectly comprehend the meaning of the parts 
which they were employed to act, nor the meaning 
* ef thoſe which had been: performed by their pre- 
deceſſors, or were to be performed by thoſe who 
"were: to ſucceed. them. By what influence, then, 
did theſe; men complete a ſcheme, comprehending 
3 "aſſo much - wiſdom, ſo much beneficence and love? 
By what elſe. but the influence, or inſpiration of 
= Him, who © declared the end from the beginning 
| E | „ "Land * ancient times = _— which are not 
| 


yet 
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« yet done?” Iſa. xlvi. 10. Holy men of God 
. 66 ſpake as they were moved by the —_ yOu 
2 Pet. i. 21. 
I remain, Dear 2 
| Tony TR 


ted | — 1 
ö LETTER XIII. | 
to Dear Son, 


| THE ſuitableneſs of the 2 e to 
our preſent ſtate, is another internal evidence of 
of its divine original. The moral law, compared 
with the original powers, with the affections and 
appetites of our nature, as far as we are able to 
ci judge of them, ſhews a conformity, or ſuitableneſs, 
the ſo wonderfully exact and perfect, that the Legiſla- 
tor diſcovers a knowledge of our nature far ſupe- 
rior to that of any man, or of any'creature;-from 
or which we have reaſon to infer, that the author of 
du- that law was the author * our n or the 
al. Creator of mankind. 


> a Again, all men feel diſtreſs, not onlpia 4 
by dies, but alſo in their minds. They are afflicted 
not with remorſe, with fear, and a ſenſe of moral ſer - 


vitude, The ſcriptures not only point out the 
Ing connection between ſin and puniſhment, or miſery; 
I but likewiſe the ſource of fin, or the manner of its 
introduction, and its prevalence among mankind. . 
en, A man in real diſtreſs of mind, would give the” 

ig world, were it in his poſſeſſion, to obtain relief; 

e? hat how is this relief to be diſcovered or procured? : 
of bes bim turn his eyes inward upon ua, et . 


S ” 
. — N . 3 * 


30 +» LEDPERS FROM 


| him examine all the objeatts around him, he can no 
there find a remedy. What is paſt, he knows he 
cannot recal; and what he hath done amiſs, he ean 
never alter or undo. If ſorrow for the paſt could 
have atoned for guilt, or miniſtered relief, as he 
- hath already felt much ſorrow, he ſhould have al- 
ready recovered his happineſs; but as he till feels 
his pain unabated, for ought he can diſcover, he 
may continue to ſorrow for ever. 

Will God, without any atonement for the paſt, 
be pleaſed with a change of heart, and with refor- 
mation of life ? What evidence can the afflicted 
man hare, that God will pardon fin without an 
atonement? And, ſuppofing God could or would 
thus pardon, How is this change of mind, and this 
reformation of life, to be accompliſhed ? Was ever 
a man's heart changed, and devoted to God, with- 
out previous reconciliation with him? And how 
that reconciliation is to be brought about, it is 
impoſſible for him to diſcover. 

In this diſtreſſed condition, the goſpel comes ſea. 
ſonably to his relief. There the Son of God ap- 
pears, humbled to a low degree, and ſuffering in 
the moſt awful manner, the juſt for the unjuſt, that 
he might bring men to God, 

There he is revealed as riſen fram the dead, and 
fitting at the right haud of God. In the goſpel 
there are kind invitations to finners to come to 

_ Chriſt, in whom they will find reſt ; and merciful 

"declarations, that whoſoever ee in him ſhall 
not periſh, but obtain the pardon of ts and inherit 

_ eternal life. 

: Thus the moral law, in all its parts, appears to 


1 V 
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kim to have been perfectly adapted to Gs a 


nal principles of his nature; and the goſpel ta his 


preſent ſtate, as a finner full of wants and of miſe- 
ries? This revelation, therefore, coming ſo: ſea- 
ſonably, bringing with 1t a remedy by which the 
honour of God 1s ſecured, and happineſs: reſtored 
to miſerable men; a remedy ſo excellent and noble, 
that neither he, nor, as far as he can diſcover, any 
other creature could have deviſed or accompliſhed, 
he embraces it as a revelation from God, upon 
which he builds his hope, by which he regulates his 
conduct, and from which he derives his happineſs ; 
and the comfortable experience of its truth, which 
he gradually acquires, anſwers to him the purpoſe 
of a demonitration,. and removes every ſhadow. of. 
doubt *. 
L remain, Dear gon | 
17 Wes 


— — n 1 
e, : 
Dear Son, e ne” 


WHA I have aid at the concluſion of my al, 
relating to the evidence of the truth of revelation, 


furniſhed by the experience of thoſe who really 
| believe 1 it, leads me to illuſtrate that ſubject more 


particularly. 

In ſcripture, God denounces a curſe againſt traßt. 
greſſors, and threatens that the wicked ſhall not 
de unpuniſhed. The pains which the men of that 


B 4 8 deſcription 


* ® See Dr Kemy's e in the — volume. of. tho 
Scotch Preacher, . : 


— 
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deſcription feel, and the dread of greater miſery 
which they apprehend, ſhew, that the threatening 
was founded in truth, and that he who denounced 


| the puniſhment is able, throughout all his domi- 


nions, with the greateſt eaſe, to inflict it. TR. 
Alarmed, both by what they feel and apprehend; 


and finding, in the ſame ſcriptures, the wonderful 


hiſtory of a great perſon, —of Jeſus the Son of God, 
who was humbled deeply, and ſuffered greatly for 


the fins of men; that he was a man of ſorrows 


and acquainted with grief; that he was wounded 


for onr tranſgreſſions, and bruiſed for our iniqui- 


ties ; that he offered himſelf to God, a ſacrifice and 
an offering of a ſweet-ſmelling ſavour ; and that 
he bare our fins in his own body on the tree: find- 
ing beſides, many gracious declarations, ſuch as 
thoſe now mentioned ; many kind invitations and 
precious promiſes, perfectly adapted to their condi- 


tion, and encouraging to their afflifted minds; for 


inſtance, Come unto me, all ye that labour and 


* are heavy laden, and I will give you reſt : Ho, 
* every one that thirſteth, come ye to the waters; 
« whoſoever will, let him come, and take of the 


vater of life freely ; he that cometh to me ſhall 
never hunger, and he that believeth in me ſhall 
« never thirſt; him that cometh to me I will in 
no wife caſt out; to him gave all the prophets 


56 witneſs, that, through his name, whoſoever belie- 
« yeth in him ſhall receive remiſſion of fin.” 


Perceiviag alſo from the ſeripture hiſtory, that 


any in a ſituation fimilar to theirs, by believing, 


had obtained relief; being likewiſe enabled to be- 
An. they receive pardon, and ſome comfortable 
portion 
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portion of that peace, which, by the appointment of 
God, is annexed to remiſſion : © Being juſtified by | 
« faith, we have peace with God, through our 
“Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” Again, though, by means of 
faith in Chriſt, their views and tempers have un- 
dergone a change, they ſtill find in themſelyes 
much ignorance, and many corruptions, which 
prove to them a ſource of much uneaſineſs and 
diſappointment ; and, without deliverance from 
which, they foreſce that they can neither obey . 
fectly, nor be completely happy. 

Suited to this ſituation they find, piles: 
which miniſter relief, Ezek. xi.“ I will put a new 
« ſpirit within you, and I will take away the ſto- 
„ny heart out of their fleſh, and will give them 
«© an heart of fleſh, that they may walk in my ſta- 
* tutes, and keep mine ordinances, and do them.“ 
The effects of theſe promiſes they obſerve in the 
tempers and lives of their brethren, in every age, 
who believe. 2 Cor. v. 57. © If any man be in 
“ Chriſſche is a new creature, old things are paſt 
« away,, and behold all things are become new.“ 
1 Cor. vi. 11.“ Such were ſome of vou, i. e. great 
* finners, but ye are waſhed, but ye are ſanctified, : 
© but ye are juſtified in the name of the Lord Je- | 
% ſus, and by the Spirit of our God,” Therefore, ' 
depending upon theſe promiſes, and by many pray- . 
ers, looking earneſtly for the accompliſhment of : 
them, they find their former views altered, their 
old habits gradually weakened and overcome, their 
natures renewed and ſanctified; and, in a — 5 
that © old things are paſt. e! and all things 
made new.) ag 
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Farther, while they are in the body, and by ma- 
ny ties connected with it, they are apt to feel ma- 
ny cares, which, without the aid of heaven; would 
prove an impediment in their courſe, and a burden 
which they could not bear; but from this they are 
allo relieved by the belief of the ſcriprures, Matth. 
v. 25.“ Take no thought for your life, what ye 
* ſhall eat, or what ye ſhall drink; nor yet for 
« your body, what ye ſhall put on: Seek firſt the 
* kingdom of God, and his righteouſneſs, and all 
© theſe things ſhall be added unto you.” Philip. 
iv. 6. “ Be careful for nothing, &c.; and the peace 
of God, which paſſeth underſtanding, ſhall keep 
< your hearts and minds, by Jeſus Chriſt.” x Pet. 
v. 7. Caſting all your care upon him, for he ca- 
< reth for you.“ 

Accordingly, by woſting 3 in theſe promiſes, and 
by the uſe of lawful means, they find proviſion 
made for themfelves, and for their families; their 
minds. are'relieved, they ate diſengaged from anxi- 
_ ous cares; and their duty, in every reſpect, be- 
comes eaſy and delightful. Thus, by believing 
the promiſes of the goſpel, they find by experience 
that their fins are: forgiven, that their former 
views are changed, their finful habits vanquiſhed, 
or ſubdued, their anxieties baniſhed, their hopes 
revived, and their peace multiplied. Works theſe, 
which no imagination could effect, no, nor all the 
powers of the creation accompliſn! Theſe then 
are the works of God; and theſe promiſes the 
means. by which they are executed ;—his promiſes, 
and the book of which they make a conſtituent 
part, his word. The experience then of Chriſti- 
N b Ans, 


— 


truths, eſſential to human happineſs: and that, 
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ans, acquired by the belief of the ſcriptures, affords 


them an evidence equal to that of demonſtration, 


and much more ſatisfying to the mind, that the 


Bible is of divine inſpiration. Upon the bulk of 

Chriſtians, it may here be remarked, that the in- 
ternal evidence of Chriſtianity operates moſt pow-- 
erfally, and convinces moſt effectually: their cire 


- cumſtances put it out of their power to purchaſe. 


many books, nor have they time for reading, for 
inveltigation, or ſtudy ; with them the external e- 


vidence hath its weight, but the internal, being moſt: | 
level to their capacities, and molt adapted to their 
feelings and wants, moſt powerfully convinces their 

minds, and affects their hearts, Why do many 


embrace the revelation of the goſpel as true, live 
by its precepts, and build their hopes upon its pro- 
miſes? Becauſe they find it perfectly ſuite to their 
condition, an effectual remedy for their wants and 


| pains ; ; and becauſe they feel, by experience, that it 


is infallibly true; and therefore that it is a n 
tion from heaven. 


1 remain, Dear Son, 
f Yours; Cc. 


LETTER Ty 


Bir Son, 


1 


- SOME are of opinion, 2 without's an e 
ggveturion: mankind-never could have obtained: the 
knowledge of God, in any degree; of their duty; 
of the immortality of the ſoul; nor of many other 
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ſince they have attained to the knowledge of theſe - 


things, that knowledge muſt have been derived 
from an external revelation, and that revelation 
muſt have been from God. If then you ſhall, upon 
inquiry, find that this opinion is well founded, and 
therefore be led to adopt it, you will have another 
evidence, added to thoſe above mentioned, amount- 
ing to a demonſtration that the Bible is the word 


of God. Any one of theſe evidences, much more 


all of them taken together, will abundantly ſatisfy 
every attentive mind, and yield the moſt pleafing 
conviction to every ſerious man, that our ſcrip- 
tures, A accounted en are 1 divine o- 
riginal. 

Since, then, the Bible 5 is 'the e * God, of 
which I hope you are, by his bleſſing, fully perſua- 
dad, how frequently, how attentively, and how de- 
voutly, ſhould we peruſe it! It contains the moſh 
ancient, and moſt authentic hiſtory of the origin 
of the world; of the creation; of the fall and reco- 
very of man; and of the providence of God,. by 
which he upholds and governs all things: the moſt 
ſublime doctrines, the pureſt and moſt excellent 
precepts, and the moſt faithful and: precious pro- 
miſes; it adminiſters the moſt ſevere, but ſalutary 
reproofs, the moſt, wholeſome-counſel, and the moſt 
ſubſtantial comfort. It preſents the moſt awful, 


the moſt glorious and amiable objects, the diſco. 


vety of which humbles the pride, cheriſhes: the 
bopes, engages the affections of che human heart, 
ant ſecures the happnes 0 of thoſe who become. 


Ge T2 foam Cote tos - 5 
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H we add, that in all its parts it is infalliblß 
true and certain, its ſuperior excellence, compared 


with that of every other book, will clearly appear - 
The more then you are acquainted with the Bible, 
the happier you will be, and the more uſeful in 


the ſtation in which Providence may place you: ; 


the more your prayers and diſcourſes ſavour o 
the knowledge and love of the ſeriptures, the 
more acceptable they will be to God, and the more 


profitable to thoſe who hear ]f]l. 


To all the ſerious and devout, the wien 'T 
have, in all ages, been the ſubject of daily medita- 
tion, and the joy and rejoicing of their hearts in 
the houſe of their pilgrimage. God grant that 


they may be ſo. to you, and that „ means 


* * be made to riſe unto ſal vation 
| 1 2 Son... 
| * Your c. 
TY — in bir ien 
| . LETTER XVI. 
Dear Son, 


I HAVE thus wb out a > Jem of Pe 


evidence by which our Chriſtian religion is pro- 
ved to be of God. Before I leave this ſubject, it 
will be proper to recommend to you another cir- 
eumſtance which deſerves your moſt ſerious at- 
tention, and that is a thorough acquaintance. with 
the original language, both of the Old and of the 


New Teſtament. Men of your profeſſiqn general»; 


e choſen with the. Rudy and Ro.] ꝛ 
— 


Ser een e Mere 
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ledge of the Greek; and having neglected, till they 
ars advanced in life, the Hebrew language, they 
oannot ſubmit to what they conſider as a drudgery; 
| and thus either contemn a language of which they 
know not the value, or, deſpairing of being able to 
ſurmount the difficulties, _y renounce the. ſtudy 
of it. 

No, to depend upon the opinion of others, with 
reſpe& to the tranflation or meaning of any paſ- 
ſage of the Old Teftament,. or of the whole of that 
book, when you had, and ſtill have it in your pow- 
er, by acquiring the knowledge of the language, 
to judge for yourfelf, muſt be very humiliating 
and painful to your mind. 
How can you recommend, with confidence, to 
. Four hearers, whom you are bound to inſtruct in 
the knowledge of the ſeriptures, the meaning of 
this or the other paſſage, which you profeſs to ex- 
plain; but of the original language, of which you 
_ yourſelf are ignorant, and for the ſenfe of it, which 
you propoſe, you are indebted. to the opinion of o- 
thers who are fallible men, and may therefore be. 
tray you into an error, or miſtake; and that too in 

a caſe, perhaps, very intereſting both to yourſelf 
and to others? Or, in ſuch a btostio, how can 
vou fatisfy your own mind? - 7 

- Whereas, by ſtudying the Hebrew, na; if you. 
could, ſome other languages connected with tt, 
you will enjoy the accummulated pleaſure of la- 
bour laudably beſtowed, of the -knowledge of a 
- tanguage acquired, which ſhould be endeared to 
us, as the original language of the Old Teſtament ; 

of judging for yourſelf. with reſpect to the mean- 
5 | ing 
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ing of the difficult paſſages of that book; aud of 


* recommending to others, with confidence and fa-- 
T tisfaction, your interpretation of it. I have hither- 
5 to conſidered the evidence and truth of the ſaered 
4 ſcriptures, by means of which, under the influence 


Ky of the Holy Spirit, you have been, like many others, 
* or may be, led to the knowledge of God; of which 
knowledge I might have, with propriety, treated; 


p but as that tabject is intimately connected with a- 
| . nother, which I intend to conſider in the next 
* place, I mean the diſpoſitions of your heart, I ſhall 
Va . 13 14 * w»* **6 * 
endeavour, in ſome meaſure, to difcuſs it in my 
next letters“. 1 3 
8 I remain, Dear Son, rr 
0 5 3 7 f Yours, ©, . 
„„ „ 
of og N 
+ *® In che mean time, permit me to recommend to you a. 
ow few of the principal books on the evidences of Chriſtianity, 
Ju which you ought to ſtudy with the greateſt care. Halybuzton 
h againſt deiſm; Brown on natural and revealed religion; Gro- 
oy tius ; Abbadie; Jenkins on the reaſonableneſs and certainty of 
Je the Chriftian religion; Paley's view of the evidences of Chriſ- 
bs tianity; Conybear's defence of revealed religion; M*Knight on 
the truth of the Chriſtian religion; C It on miracles ; Le- 
in land's view of the deiſtical writers, for information reſpecting 
If the objections to. Chriſtianity by the Engliſh deiſts, and the 
anſwers to them ; the Biſhop of London's paſtoral letters; the 
1 trial of the witneſſes of the reſurrection of Jefus; Lord Little- 
ton on the converſion of the Apoſtle Paul, and the eſſay on the 
u Ethiopian eunuch, —the three laſt were lately publiſhed in Ed. 
inburgh, in a ſmall volume; Weſt, on the reſurrection. When 
t, you have read ſuch of theſe books as you may have acceſs to, 
a Beatie un the evidences of the Chriſtian religion will furniſh 
you with a ſhort and pleaſant ſum of what is moſt- im- 
a portant on this ſubject; as wilt alſo Dickinſon's familiar let» 
NY ters. It is a ſubject which you ought. to _ ſtudy with 2 at- 
: tention, The deiſtical is very much the controverſy of the 
5 day. It is impoſſible to be much in the world, wirken ha» 
mung the mortification to hear che looſe witticifing of Voltaire» 
# 63 
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LETTER xvn * 
Dear Son, 


IAM now to deſcribe the diſpoſitions of heart 
requiſite in every Chriſtian, much more in one of 
your profeſſion. Hitherto I have been treating of 
the ſcriptures, of their truth and ſuperior excel- 
lence. You will eaſily perceive that they were not 
defigned as an end, but as a mean in order to an 
end, and one great end intended by them was, to 
Inform us concerning God. 

That the mind, or the ideas communicated by 
the mind, have a natural and powerful influence on 
the heart; and that, by means of theſe, the heart be- 
comes well or ill diſpoſed, are truths which can- 
not be controverted, According to our original 
conſtitution, we were endowed with appetites 
which reſpected our own preſervation and happi- 
neſs; and with affections alſo, which had for their 
0 our fello w- men, and God our Creator. 


Thus men are endowed with the natural love of 


Ufe, and the means neceſlary for its preſervation; 
they are fond of the eſteem or good opinion of 
their fellow-men. Upon theſe appetites, or deſires, 
are ingrafted, by mankind, the inordinate, and, I 
may perhaps add, the unnatural and extravagant 
love. of * of wealth, and honour. Gra- 

titude 


* the dark ophiſms of NN cetailed, and often by 

who cannot think for themſelyes ; but who wiſh, in-this 3 
to harden themſelves in a vicious courſe, or to paſs for men of 
ſuperior underſtanding. Furniſh yourſelf with anſwers to 


their r objedtions u make! ourſelf a0 n of the fub- 


„ =, — = 3 1 D x 
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titude for kindneſs ſhewn is alfo natural, and re- 
ſentment for an injury received; and envy, an in- 
ordinate paſſion, which one man feels when he ſees 
another more proſperous, or more favoured than 
himſelf. And thus good men naturally love one 
another, and pious men love God. Upon theſe laſt 
mentioned affections are, in ſome degree, founded 
the two great commandments of the law,. Thou 
« ſhalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
« and thy neighbour as thyſelf. vg 

The natural object of love is beauty. Of beau; 
tiful objects, ſome are natural and ſome moral. 
Objects naturally beautiful, are the works of God: 
and God himſelf, with all rational creatures who 
reſemble him, are objects of moral beauty; he in a 
ſupreme, and they in a very inferior degree. I 
ſay: nothing of artificial beauties, which conſiſt in 
the imitation of nature. | 
Moral beauty conſiſts in knowledge, — 
power, holineſs, righteouſneſs, truth, goodneſs, 
compaſſion, and love. It will be ſaid, that ſome of 
theſe are natural, not moral perfections; but you 
may obſerve, that they are all ſo ſtrictly connected, 
that you cannot conſider or explain the one, with: 
out attending, or having reſpect, to the other.. 

. How can goodnels, for inſtance, produce its of- 
fees, or obtain its purpoſes, without knowledge 8 | 
diſcern, wiſdom to point out the belt; add; 406 
power to accompliſh them ? * 


Intemperance, impurity, or that ſpecies of mo- 
ral turpitude in us, takes its riſe from the body, 


and from our connection with corporeal appetites. | 
hade . or deceit, proceed from aur 
| dsbecks. | 


« * 
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defects, from our want of knowledge, of wiſdom, 
and power, to difcover, to chuſe and accompliſh 
that which will moſt effectually promote our own 
intereſt and the hunour of God. Whereas God, 
being-a pure Spirit, having no connection with a 
body, being free from every defect, and altogether 
perfect, is-infinitely and naturally pure, righteous, 
and true; and this infinite perfection, of which he 
is poſſeſſed, renders it impoſſible for him to ſpeak 
falſely, to do any wrong, or any mere that is in- 

- with perfect holineſs. 
Me us impoſlible for God to he. Heb. vi. 18, 
e The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy 
& in all his works.” Pal. exlv. 17. Be ye holy, 
« ſaith God, for I am holy.” 1 Pet. i. 16. Thou 
art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canſt 
not look on iniquity.” His goodnefs is viſible 
every where, manifeſted through all his works. 
. Compaſſion hath for its object the unhappy, or 
miſerable, and tends to their relief; and God's 
compaſſion, when we were miſerable, operated our 
deliverance. We can love no object unleſs it ap- 
pear to us to be amiable, and adapted to our af. 
fection; whereas the love of God is ſo like himſelf, 

ſo perfect, ſo operative, and: ſo ſuperior. to ours, 
that when. we were ſinners, and therefore hateful, 
it was manifeſted in us ; * herein he commended his 
« love to us; in that, when we were yet yas ahh 
« Chriſt died for us.” - 

- Since God then is cofinitely amiable, and ſince 


we love good men who imitate and reſemble him, 


_ evetiin a low degree, how much more ſhould we 
love him who is ſupremely excellent, and the 
* ſource 


a aA ty 
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« our fins,;” that our Saviour, after the moſt pious, 
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ſource of all moral beauty? But is it as common. 


and as eaſy a matter to love God, as it is to ſpeak. 


of him, or. deſcribe his perfections? Alas, it is not? 
Since the introduction of ſin, the mind of every 
man hath been darkened. By means of this dark - 
neſs, truths. are miſrepreſented. By this mifre- 
preſentation, fin, or corruption, has room to operate, 
and exert its influence upon the heart; and by the 
corruption of the heart, the darkneſs bf the mind 
is increaſed; and, in many caſes, how great at laſt 
muſt that darkneſs be! If men do not ſee God as 
amiable, they cannot love him. If they love him 
not ſupremely, they violate the law, and incur the 
diſpleaſure of the lawgiver. By a conſciouſneſs of 
demerit, and by the effects of God's anger, which. 
they feel, they are led to confider him as an ene. 
my; and, as an enemy, they hate him. Thus we 
read of the heathen who were alienated from the. 
« Life of God, through the ignorance that was in 
« them,” Epheſ. iv. 18; © and of the carnal mind 
that is enmity againſt God,” Rom. viii. 5.; and 


of the reconciliation of men to God by the death 


of his Son, which ſuppoſes a 3 rr * 
alienat ion. 


Theſe conſequences are the reſult . ”Y 15 | 


which God hath eſtabliſhed; namely, that they who- 
forſake him, who is the fountain of light, muſt 
walk in darkneſs, and feel the effects which dark 
neſs produces. How is this veil to be withdrawn, 
this darkneſs removed, and this anger turned 4 
way? The goſpel informs us. There we read, 
That God ſent his Son to be the propitiation for 


the: 


4.2 


Us 
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the moſt benevolent, and amiable life, by which he 
fulfilled the law, humbled himſelf to the death, e- 
ven the death of the croſs ; bearing our ſins, or the 
puniſhment which our fins deſerved, in his own 
body on the tree: And that he who believettr in 
the Son hath life; that is, he obtains the pardon 
of his fins, is renewed in the ſpirit of his mind, 
reſtored to the favour of God, to the love of his 
name, and to the practice of his duty. Whoever 
then, by the light of his word and the influence of 
his Spirit, convinced of ſin, ſenſible of his need, 


'* andof his inability to relieve himſelf, is enabled 


to believe in the Son of God, finds all the precious 
promiſes of the goſpel. gradually accompliſhed to 
"1 him : his light increaſes, and in that light he per- 
ceives that God is reconciled to him, therefore he 
- Is; recoticiled to God ; and being thus reconciled to 
| God, by the death of his Son, he enjoys the plea- 
ſant hope, that he ſhall be ſaved by his life. He is 
therefore diſpoſed to love him, and every thing 
which he knows he loves. For he now ſees God 
as amiable; and that his amiableneſs is diſplayed to 
the higheſt degree, by His love manifeſted in the 
death of his Son, Theſe two, his natural amiable- 
neſs, and his redeeming love, like two ſtrong cords, 
.conſtrain the Chriſtian, by their powerful, theic 


- 5 pleaſant, and irreſiſtible force, to love him and his 


Son above all things, and withdraw his heart from 
the inordinate love of every thing Wan The 
love of Chriſt. conſtrai:.eth us; —impells, ele- 
vates, incites to the moſt generops* difintereſted 
and beneficent conduct, 0 lire not to G Th 
1 ent eee died for s. 
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he 3 | 25 * 

_ From the obſervations now made, you will eaſi- 
he ly ſee, that the thoughts, or ideas of your mind, 
= have a natural and powerful influence upon your 
30 heart, either to refine and i improve, or to corrupt 


_ and debaſe it : and that the thoughts or ideas of 
d, God, however little attention men generally pay 
5 to them, are the natural ſources of devotion, and 
ar of peace here, and of the happineſs of heaven here- 
of after : or of guilt and miſery in this world, and of 
d, the ſorrows of hell in the net. 

as My Dear Son, what words can expreſs the „ 
* importance of this ſubject! How ſolicitous ought 8 
to you to be to obtain, and to preſerve right thoughts, 
24 or views, of God and of his Son ? For if you err 
"Me here, you will err in every thing elſe: whereas, if 
to your views relating to this ſubject are juſt, or your 
7 ideas true, truth will guide your ſteps through 
* life, and at laſt you will inherit a crown of 44 
ng ry. ; | | 
v. | 1 am, Dear Son, 

to o Tours, Ve. 


— 


Dear Son, 2 1 
IN my laſt, I . to point out the 8 LE” | 
he fluence which: your ideas, or thoughts, muſt natur- 3 | 

ally have upon your heart: and to ſhew that rignt 
ed thoughts, or proper views of God, will diſphſe ou r 
to love him and his Son, and every thing which 
you perceive he loves, and in which he delights. 
"Bows love to God is the moſt noble, and moſt. ex- 


* 
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4 - 
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cellent of all the graces, and abſolutely neceflary in 
every Chriſtian, and in every man eſpecially who 
grace, or heavenly diſpoſition, ſpring the moſt uſe- 


ful aud pleaſant fruits, immenſe. in number, ineſ . 


timable in value, and endleſs in duration. And, 
on the other hand, the want of this love produces 
effeRs. equally numerous, but of a moſt awful and 
melancholy kind. Theſe laſt I propoſe to deſcribe, 
in ſome meaſure, in the firſt, and the other in the 
next place. | 

I. With reſpe& to th e pernicious effects which 
the want af love to God produces, although I hope, 
that by means of your piety, and by the bleſſing 
of God, you will eſcape theſe; yet a deſeription of 


them may be uſeful, as by means of it you may 


be rendered more vigilant, more grateful, and more 
diligent in the work of God. The apoſtle, in the 


epiſtle to the Hebrews, vith chap. comparing mere 
profeſſors, who enjoy the means of grace, but pro- 


duce not the correſponding fruits, to the ground, 
which, receiving the rain from heaven, bringeth 
forth thorns and briers, is rejected, and nigh to 
< curſing, whoſe.end is to be burned ;” adds, © but, 
tt brethren, we are perſuaded better things of you, 


| © and things which accompany ſalvation, thou gh | 


< we thus ſpeak.” 
Some of the effects which the want of devotion, 


or love to God produces, are theſe: It renders un- 
acceptable to God, and in a great meaſure unpro- 
fitable to men, all your ſervices, or the perform- 


ance of all your duties. It gives ſcope for the o- 


8 of the paſſions, which 2 the mind; 


9 | 1 
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and the ſlavery of the 888 creates EY . 


deſpondency, and miſer. 

Firſt, the want of devotion, or "NEW to: „ God, wilt 
render unacceptable to him, and in a great meaſure 
unprofitable to men, all your ſervices. God form- 


ed the heart of man for himſelf; and hence his lar 


requires, that we love him with all our heart, and 
ſoul, and ſtrength, and mind. My ſon give me 
thine heart. Should a man addreſs us in the lan- 
guage of friendſhip, or, in the time of our diſtreſs; 
perform, for our relief, a kind of generous ſervice; 
if we have reaſon to believe, that theſe kind words, 


and this generous deed, are the genuine effects of 
love and attachment, they are highly acceptable to 
us. His love renders them particularly pleaſing 
and delightful. We love his perſon, and are grate- 
ful for his kindneſs. But if we happen to diſoo- 
ver, that in all this, love had no ſhare ; that theſe - 
profeſſions were hollow and deceitful; and intend- 
ed merely to promote ſome ſelfiſh-end of his own, 


and by no means for our benefit, our hearts become 


cold and averſe to the man, and we * * r | 


pocritical ſervices. 
Theſe feelings are patural, and; event to our 
original conſtitution, How much more muſt God, 
who has a better claim to the affections of men 
than we can have, and to whom the ſecrets and o- 
perations of every heart are open and manifeſt, 


deſpiſe all theſe profeſſions of love to him, and re- 
je& all thoſe ſerviees which are performed, in ap- 
PEArance, for his ſake; but with which, mean while, i» 
the heart is ne and to which it remains 8 
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The Lord ſaid, For as much as this people 
draw near me with their mouth, and with their 
lips do honour me, but have removed their heart 
far from me, and their fear towards me is taught 
« by the precept of men; therefore, behold I will 
© proceed to do a marvellous work among this peo. 


ple, even a marvellous work and a wonder; for 


their wiſe men ſhall periſh, and the underſtand. 

«3 ing of their prudent men ſhall be hid,” Ila. 
Xxix. 13. 

« Though I ſpeak with the bengwas of men and 
« of angels, and have not charity, I am become as 

4 4 ſounding braſs, or a tinkling cymbol. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and under- 
« ſtand all myſteries, and all knowledge; and 
« though I have faith, ſo that I could remove 
% mountains, and have not charity, I am nothing. 
« And though I beſtow all my goods to feed the 
& poor; and though I give my body to be burned, 
« and have not charity, it e me „n 
I Cor. xiii. 

. « Speak unto all the people of the land, and to 
00 the prieſts, ſaying, when ye faſted and mourned, 
N the fifth and ſeventh month, even theſe ſeventy 

« years, did ye at all faſt unto me, even to me. 
« And when ye did eat and drink, did ye not eat 

* for yourſelves and drink for yourſelves?” Zech. 

Vii. 5. The ſcribes and phariſees gave much 
alms to the poor, they prayed and faſted often: 


they ſat in Moſes' ſeat, and profeſſed to teach the 


people with devotion and zeal ; but as they were a 
Vain, a covetous, and hypocritical ſet of men, they 
5 * theſe duties, not with a view to pleaſe 
God, 
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ur 
ſe 
ye 


tu 


but merely to be ſeen of men, to obtain applauſe 


were ſtrangers to the love of God, and had no re- 


tereourſe with God, you will remain a melancholy 
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God, nor from a principle of love to his name, 


from them, and to accompliſh other worldly pur- 
poſes, to which their hearts were ſupremely devo. 
ted. God indeed permitted them to obtain the 

ends which they ſo ardently purſued ; but as they 


ſpe& to the reward which he beſtows, they did 
not receive it; on the contrary, our Lord denoun- 
ced againſt them many dreadful woes, . * 
and xxiiid chapters. 

It is clear then as the light, that though you 
3 all languages in the world, and poſſeſ- 
ſed all the knowledge which theſe convey 3 though 
you ſhould ſurpaſs all men, in ancient or modern 
times, in the powers of eloquence though you 
ſhould perform good deeds without number, and, 
in your affeQation of zeal for religion, expoſe yours 
ſelf to many evils, or even to death; if you are 
deſtitute of love to God, and, tharetbre, of love to 
men, all theſe acquirements, and ſeemingly pious 
deeds, will be loſt to you, they will avail you no- 
thing; being thus excluded from all friendly in- 


monument of his diſapprobation and anger. 

With what hope or confidence can you, either in 
private or public, pray to God, whoſe diſpleaſure 
you have incurred, .and to whom, 107 *. conſei- | 
ous, your heart 1s averſe ? | 

Wich what countenance, cr with at heart, | 


Ali" 


can you recommend to your hearers the love of li 


God, whom you yourſelf do not love? Or faith i in 15 
the . in whom you do not believe ? Or 
O love 
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love to one another, and the other Chriſtian duties, 
which you do not practiſe? 

I God were for you, who could be againſt you? 
But as he is againſt you, who, or what can be for 
you? Tou will be left an helpleſs prey to an innu- 
merable hoſt of foes, of which the moſt formidable 
and cruel will be thoſe of your own boſom. 

As no ſervice then, however laudable in appear- 


ance, can, without the heart, or without love, be . 


acceptable or pleaſing to God; neither can it ge- 
nerally be profitable to men. It is very difficult, 
or even impoſſible, to carry on a long train of de- 
ceit, without affording, now and then, opportunities 
of detection; which opportunities, mankind, being 

uch more capable than is commonly ſuppoſed 
of diſtinguiſhing what is aſſumed and forced from 
what is genuine and natural, are always ready to 
catch, and to interpret to your diſadvantage. The 
general ſtudy of all men is to know the hearts; 
that is, the real views and diſpoſitions of their fel- 
low-men, efpecially of miniſters: and it is only up- 
on the ſuppoſition that their views are proper, and 
their diſpoſitions good, that they hearken to their 


inſtructions, and follow their directions. But a diſ- 


covery that all is not ſound within, will produce 
oppoſite effects. 


Accordingly, if vun private conduct, being uni- 


ſormly proper and becoming; if your heart, warm- 
ed with love to God, and moved with compaſſion 
and benevolence to men, ſhall render your tongue 
eloquent in preaching the goſpel; your hearers, 


| convinced * the TIE * your profeſſion, will 


hang 
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hang upon your lips, liſten to n inrutions; 
and receive real edification. 
But if your heart be unconcerned, your addreſſes 
to the people will be cold and languid ; many will 
be lulled afleep, and the reſt will continue awake 
merely to make obſervations little to your advan- 
tage. Thus many, by your means, will be offend- 
ed and ſtumble; and our Lord ſays, © Woe to that 
man by whom the offence cometh.” -'Befides, you 
are not to ſuppoſe, that God will bleſs with ſucceſs 
the labours of the man who is eſtranged from him, 
equally with his, whoſe heart is right with him, 
and ſtedfaſt in his covenant. - And although ſome 
ſtould reap profit by your miniſtrations; as this, 
with reſpect to you, is merely accidental, and be- 
yond your intention, it can never r yield your mind 
the leaſt joy or ſatisfaction. | 
What a life of pain, of jealouſy, of ſuſpicion, of 
diſtruſt, and fear, muſt that be, which is ſpent in 
ſtudying to hide what cannot be concealed ;” and 
in the performance of duties, to which the heart is 
reluctant and utterly averſe? And, without gy ct | 
ance, how nn muſt its end be? 
1 . Dear Son, 
| Yours, Ve. f 


LETTER 121 

N Dear Son, Ge Fae 
WHAT 1 have mentioned, in the preceding 
letter, are not the only effects which the want of 
piety, or love to God, produces; for when the , 


heart is deſtitute of this love, the appetites, or paſ- 
C 2 fions, 
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ons, will not fail to aſſume its place. The paſſions, 

which I ſhall juſt now mention, and briefly deſcribe, 
are the immoderate love of ſenſual pleafnre,- of 
worldly honour and wealth. With theſe are con- 
nected, and from theſe ſpring, emulation, envy, 
pride, reſentment, and malevolence. Hope and 
| fear alſo are paſſions, the influence of which is ve- 
ry extenſive, and felt, in ſome degree, by the heart 
of every man. When theſe have for their objects 
temporal things; like theſe they are fluctuating 
and uncertain. The greater the hope, the greater 
the joy ; and the leſs hope, the greater the fear ; 
and when hope entirely fails, the mind, overwhelm. 
ed with fear, finks into a ſtate of ſorrow and de- 


1 

4 

| 0 

ſpondency, _ : 
c 

6 


hu + fr. wok Sid nd hed. an 


Theſe paſſions are to be found. 3 in every man's 
mind. They are mortified, and properly regula- 
ted, in the minds of good, but prevalent, to an in- 
ordinate degree, in thoſe of bad men. The men of 
the world are not only fond of pleaſure, but of 
fame, or of the good opinion of thoſe with whom 
they aſſociate; They are fond of wealth, in order 5 
to ſupply the defects which the love of pleaſure 1 
creates, and to furniſh them with ample means of L 

v 
0 


indulgence. They are fond of precuring friends 
and admirers- They vie, or contend, with one a- 
nother for the ſuperiority in their reſpective pur- t 
ſuits. When their rivals ſurpaſs, or approach to- t 


wards them in the purſuit, they are ſorry, try e- 1 
very method, and uſe every effort, to humble and t 
bring them down to a level with Seren or to RY. 
4 Cup even inferior to their own. | 0 


| ' 200 their Go pkg and e vibrate, DA or 1 
7 deſcend,. , 
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deſcend, in proportion to their ſucceſs or an 
pointment. 

If they ſucceed, they are elated with wilds mat 
deſpiſe others; or if they are diſappointed, and their 
hopes are blaſted; or if they ſuppoſe” that they 

have, in any refpect, been injured, or treated un- 
juſtly, they are fired with anger or reſentment; or 
if they are unable to gratify this paſſion to the de- 
gree they wiſh, it 25 abe into meer ee, or 
iH-will. 

In x Tim. iii. and Titus i. we ps char i it is requi- 
mp a biſhop, or a miniſter, that he be © ſober, not 
given to wine, not covetous, or greedy of filthy 

* lucre ; not felf-willed, not ſoon angry, ſober, juſt, 
holy, temperate.” Some indeed, ſays Paul, 
* preach Chriſt even of envy and ſtrife; and ſome 
« alſo of good will ; the one preach Chriſt of conten- 
«tion, not ſincerely, ſuppoſing to add affliction to my 
bonds; but the other of love, knowing that I am 
4 ſet for the defence of the goſpel,” Philip. i. 15. 
That is, probably, while ſome, animated with love 
to Chriſt, to the apoſtle, to other Chriſtians, and 
to mankind, preached the goſpel; others, ſtung 
with envy on account of the apoſtle's ſingular ſuc- 
ceſs and increaſing popularity, in order to humble, 
to vex his mind, to hurt his fame, and to "raiſe 
their own upon the ruins of his, exerted themſelves 
in preaching the goſpel of Chriſt! It appears then, 
that even in the apoſtolic age, ambition, jealouſy, 
envy, ſtrife, and other hateful paſſions, had infect- 
ed the minds of ſome who profeſſed to preach Chriſt, 
and e n his ſalvation. There is too much 
WF S 
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reaſon to fear, that that ſpirit is not yet quite ex- ol 
tinguiſhed, < 

At the ſame time it is to be obſerved, that t. 
though all theſe paſſions affect, in ſome degree, the f 
hearts of all men, eſpecially the hearts of worldly b 
men; ſome one of them, by whatever means, gains b 
the aſcendant, and becomes ee in each of ſe 
their minds. - 


This pr Adam inant paſſion, having been i 
ſor a while, acquires ſtrength by degrees, and at 
length becomes too powerful to be reſiſted or van- 
quiſhed by human power. How great is the force 
of habit; and how dreadful the ſlavery which evil 
habits create! Can the Ethiopian change his ſkin, 
„or the leopard his ſpots; then may ye alſo do 
good that are accuſtomed to do eval,” Jer. x11: 
23. Thus your ruling paſſion, if unhappily you al- 
low any to uſurp the governing power, will inſi - 
| nuate itſelf into all your views, your purpoſes, and 
| actions; it will infe& your imagination, your me- 
| mory, your reaſon, your affections, and all the 

powers of your nature, and become as it were a 
part of yourſelf. Wherever you go, there it will 
go. If you travel abroad, or even to the ends of 
the earth, it will accompany each of your ſteps *: 
and wherever you take up your reſidence, there it 
will abide. When you are employed in ſecret 
prayer (if you ever pray in ſecret), or in ſcenes 
| more open to view; when you viſit the chambers of 
| the ſick, and when you appear in public, performs 
| ing: the moſt ſacred functions of your office, it will 
| 1 W . and will thew its youre by 
291 its 


| # * Coclum, non animum mutant, qui trans more eurrant. „ Hon. 
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its operations, by diverting your mind, by with- 
drawing your attention from the object you pre- 
tend to have in view; and by alienating your heart 
from God, whom you profeſs to worſhip, Thus, 
by the influence of your ruling paſſion, you will 
be conſtrained to appear, like Satan, among the 
ſons of God ! your prayers will become fin, and 
your very beſt ſervices as ſtrange fire, which God 
abhors, and for which he will be avenged. 
And thus, that which might have yielded to 
your mind the ſublimeſt joy, and the moſt ſub- 
ſtantial pleaſure, I mean the performance of your 
duty, will become a ſource. of the moſt exquiſite 
pain and ſorrow. Or when you compare yourſelf 
with your pious neighbours, who, you have rea- 
ſon to believe, worſhip God, who is a Spirit, in 
ſpirit and in truth; who perform all their duties 
from a principle of love and devotion, and there- 
fore with unſpeakable pleafure, to which, as you 
are void of devotion, you muſt be an utter ſtran- 
ger; how affliding to yous mind, muſt be the | 
compariſon ! 

How often will you with, but by the force of 
your habit wiſh in vain, that you were diſpoſed as 
they are, and that your ſoul were in their ſoul's 
ſtead! * Behold my ſervants ſhall eat, but ye ſhall 
ebe hungry; behold my ſervants ſhall drink, but 
« ye ſhall be thirſty; behold my ſervants ſhall re- 
« joice, but ye ſhall be aſhamed ; behold my ſer- 
M vants ſhall fing for joy of heart, but ye ſhall cry 
« for ſorrow of heart, and how! for vexation of 
© ſpirit,” Iſa. lxv. 13. When ye come to appear 
* before me, who hath required this at your hand, 
Gy «to 


* 
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e to tread my courts?” Iſa. i. 12. © What haft 
thou to do, to declare my ſtatutes, or that thou 
© ſhould take W 5. covenant in thy mouth?” -Pſal. 
1. 16. | 
Add to this, that by the frond of evil habits, or 
the prevalence of corrupt paſſion, your repentance, 
or return to God, will be rendered very difficult, 
and, with reſpect to created power, impracticable. 
Every man who has any idea of God (and all men 
bave ſome idea, however falſe), of his dependance, 
of his obligations, and accountableneſs, muſt natu- 
rally wiſh to enjoy his friendſhip, or to be in a 
Rate of favour with him. Now, though this 
_ ſhould be your defire, by the influence of your ru- 
ling paſſion, a cloud, tinged with the colours pecu- 
lar to that paſſion, will be interpoſed between him 
and you, through which you will ſee him, not as 
he really is, but with a character degraded, and a- 
1 to your depraved taſte. 
Since, like other ſinners, you are not diſpoſed to 
aſcend. towards God, nor to act according to the 
ſtandard which he hath fixed, nor to the character 
of himſelf which he hath acl you will bring 
him down, in your imagination, to a level with 
your own. If you are covetous,' or envious, or 
. unjuſt, or laſcivious, or ambitious, or malevolent ; 
vou will flatter yourſelf, either that God will not 
ſee or regard, or that he has no great averſion to 
your conduct, or that, in ſome degree, he reſembles 
yourſelf, Thus you will attempt to procure for 
-yourſelf ſome portion of eaſe, which will prove 
but temporary, fallacious, and of ſhort duration. 
n. the heathen, pag univerſally, _ 
ſent 


fented their gods as endowed with the ſame paſ- 
ſions, and inveſted with the ſame character with 
themſelves; and thus God complains of finners, 
among his ancient people, When thou ſaweſt a 
* thief, then thou conſentedſt with him, and: haft 
© been partaker with adulterers; thou giveſt thy 
* mouth to evil, and thy tongue frameth deceit; 
thou fitteſt and ſpeakeſt againſt thy brother; thon 
e ſlandereſt thine own mother's ſon, . Theſe things 
« thou- haſt done, and I kept filence; thou thowght« 
« oft that I was altogether Juch a one as thyſelf: but 
| © will reprove thee, and ſet them in order before 
thine eyes,“ Pfal. I. 18. 

If then your views of God are falſe, if you flat 
ter yourlelf that you are already like him, How 
can you improve; how can you break your chains, 
and regain tho liberty which you have loſt? Your 
bands will grow daily. ſtronger, 2000; no n will 

be comparable to vours. 
| The man who is doomed to Bh hard! ſhow 
| morning to evening, and to fare meanly; the ſlave 
who is chained: to the oar,. or condemned to dig. 
* | through: life im the mine, and never to fee the 
light of the ſun, is in a ſtate inconceivably happier 
r than yours, Whatever methods you can employ 
; to heal eur diſeaſe, to ſoothe your pains, or pro- 
t eure reſt in your « courſe of fin, they will prove de- 
o || ceitful and vain... Your conſcience, if. it is not quite 
D ſeared and benumbed, will, with its accuſations- 
r 
e 


and remonſtrances, often alarm your fears, and in- 
terrupt your peace; Conſcience, the deputy of 
God, having, for the rule of its judgments and de- 
e, his. word, or law; when it tries, by that 

C5 ſttandard, 
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Randard, your thoughts, your views, your temper, 
and conduct, how many defects in duty, and how 
many tranſgreſſions of the law, muſt. it diſcover ! 
And how many ſources will it open to your mind 
of ſelf-accuſation, of ſelf-reproach, and ſelf-tor. 
ment! And can any man be more miſerable than 
a ſelf-tormentor? While conſcience urges one way, 
and your paſſions, more ' perſuaſive and powerful, 
another, where can there be any room for peace ? 
On the contrary, how immenſe muſt be your miſe. 
ry ! Although you ſhould perceive what right and 
duty is, your paſſions, ſtrengthened by habit, will 
not allow you to purfue-it, your efforts for refor- 
mation will become, by degrees, feeble and lan- 


guid; the weaker and more unſucceſsful your at- 


tempts, the leſs will be your hope; the leſs your 
hope, the greater will be your fear of approaching 
miſery; and when your mind becomes a prey to de- 
ſpondency and fear, how wretched muſt it be! 
All things around being cloudy, dark and tur- 
bid, what a burden muſt life be! How awful the 
proſpect of death! And how dreadful the anticipa- 
tion of the judgment to follow! If our heart 
* conderans us, ſaith the apoſtle, God is greater 
than our heart, and knoweth all things.” How 
much more will he, in confirmation of the judge- 
ment of conſcience,” his deputy, condemn alſo ? 
Compared with yours, being a preacher, or mini- 
ſter of the goſpel, the miſery of any other finner 
among mankind will be much more tolerable. 
My gear Son, let the conſideration of theſe 
things, render you vigilant, and attentive to your 
thoughts, your principles, and diſpoſitions, that you 
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may eſcape theſe evils, and lay hold of eternal life. 

The means by which this may be effected are, 
1. The word of God.. Let this be the ſuhject of 
your frequent ſtudy and ſerious meditation. Thus 
when in his word, as in a glaſs, you behold the glo- 
ry of God, you will be changed into the ſame image 
with him: “ Wherewith ſhall a young man cleanſe 
„his way? By taking heed — n to 
„thy word,” Pſal. cxix. 9. 

2. The ſociety of good men, by whoſs converſa- 
tion and example your mind will be enlightened, 
and your heart bettered and improved. Thus you 
will be diſpoſed to avoid the ſociety of the un- 
principled and the bad, whoſe converfation and 
manners tend to corrupt, and deſtroy: “ As iron 
% ſharpeneth iron, ſo doth the countenance of a 
* man his friend.” “He that walketh with wiſe 
men thall be wiſe, but a companion af fools ſhalt 
© be deſtroyed.” 

3. Frequent and ſerious talk. infpecklon, and ſelf. 
recollection. I do not know if you keep a regu- 
lar diary for recording the daily occurrences of . 
your life, and the various workings of your heart. 
Thas you will find a moſt profitable exerciſe; and, „ 
ſhould it happen that you are ſo buſy, as not to 
have time to inſert ſomething daily in this im- 
portant regiſter, let me adviſe you, at leaſt, to take 
time for it every Sabbath evening. Lerne your 
conduct through the preceding week ; confider 
wherein you have failed, and wherein you. have 
been enabled to act with propriety. Write down 
the obſervations that occur; and, looking up to f 
God for ſtrength, reſolve to 1 as you ought, 
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your'time, your talents, and opportunities, through 
the week on which you have entered. The lives 
of good men, (ſuch as thoſe, Halyburton, Dod- 
dridge, Frafer of Brae, Ph. Henry, Col. Gardner, 
Howard, and Jonathan Edwards), will furniſh you 
with excellent directions and examples on this 
4. The peruſal of pious authors on practical 
 fubjeAs. This is a ſpecies of reading, which, I 
fear, is too much neglected by ſtudents of divini- 
ty. It is, however, one of the moſt important. 
And 1 would adviſe you, meſt rehigioufly to de- 
vote your hours of reading, on the Lord's day, to 
books of this kind. Let the Sabbath be a day of 
reſt from the labours of ſtudy; and let all the 
time you have to yourſelf, before and after public 
worſhip, be employed in devotional exereiſes, and 
in reading, with a view to the culture of the 
heart. e 
5. To all theſe add many fervent prayers to 
that gracious God who is able to keep you from 
„falling, and to preſent you blameleſs before the 
. preſence of his glory, with exceeding joy. 
3 nean I remain, Vc. 
5 „we have. many excellent books of this kind, fuch as 
:Venn's 
* ifier; Watts, and H | —Bennet' 
brit ian — 7 Doddrid ar ge's practical 2h. wg Scudder' 
daily walk; Henry, Earle, and Haweis on the Lord's ſupper; 
Edwards on regions aſſections; Guthrie's trial of à ſaying 
iſt ; Mede's almoſt Chriſtian z, Owen on in- 
- dwelling fin, on mortification, on temptation, on ſpiritual 
mindedneſs, and on communion. with God; Wright and 
Witherſpoon on regeneration z Newton's letters; ſermons by 
© Walker, Witherſpoon, Stennet, Evans, Romaine, by 
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be Dear Son, | 

I NOW proceed to — abs KY | 
to enumerate and explain ſome of the effeAs which 
devotion, or love to God and the Saviour, natural- 
ly produces. Love is the chief of all the graces. 
That pure and heavenly flame proceeds from God, 
the glorions and inexhauſtible principle of 1t. 
When, by the means already mentioned, this ami- 
able grace is infuſed into your heart, it will, by its 

pleaſant and irrefiſtible power, attract it to God, 

its author. When you thus begin to loye him, 

vou begin to live, and to be happy; and, as he is 
.infinitely perfect and amiable, your admiration 
and your love will be always inereaſing, and your 
happineſs boundleſs and everlaſting. By loving 
God, you will be diſpoſed to love fervently all wo 
; . reſemble him; to feel for, and ſhew'benevolence 
ta all men, who are his rational creatures; and to 
' contemplate, with admiration, all his works: (E 
very one that loveth him that begat, loveth him 
e alſo that is begotten of him. By this we know 
te that we love the children of God, when we love 


| -< God and keep his commandments,” 1 John v. x. 

s I the-exerciſe of love to one amiable object, pro- 

L duces & certain degree of happineſs, how great muſt 
be your happineſs, when your love comprehends 
ia its embrace ſo great a number! Good angels, 

d more than the beſt of men, reſemble God. In pro- 
portion therefore as their characters are brought 

5 * . by revelation, they will be uo objects of 
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your affection; and thus the ſphere of your love, 
and your happineſs, will be enlarged. 


| We are come unto mount Zion, unto the city ry 
| e of the living God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and » 


© to an. innumerable company * angels,“ *. 
| xil. 23. Y 
| Again, by loving: God you become like to wap | 
| end as. he loves himſelf ſupremely, having nothing 
| more excellent to love, he will alſo love thoſe who 
| reſemble him. By this means, a connection will 
| take place, and @ communication be eftabliſhed, 
to you highly honourable and beneficial. 
« love them that love me, and thoſe that ſeek 


| _ me eatly ſhall find me,” Prov. uiii. 19. *Ihave T 
% loved thee with an everlaſting love; therefore 1 
| «with loving kindneſs have I drawn thee,” Jer. Fe 


| XXX1.3- The Lord thy God, in the midit of thee, 
| « is mighty, he will ſave, he will rejoice-over thee p. 
with joy, he will reſt in his love, he will rejoice 
oer thee with ſinging, Zeph. iti. 15 He that 
4 hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he 
& jt is that loveth me; and he that loveth me ſhall 
% be loved of my Father, and I will love him, and 
« will manifeſt myſelf to him: if a man love me, 
ct he will keep my words, and my Father will love 


| «© him; and we will come unto him, and make our Py 
| «abode with him,“ John xiv. 21, 23. If we * 
walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have lic 
| « fellowſhip one with another, and the blood of Je- * 
« ſus Chriſt, his Son, cleanſeth us from all fin,” u 

1 John i i. 7. God is love; and he that dwelleth ur 
in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him,” for 


e 
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As God thus loves you, you will be loved by 
all his children and friends; not only by thoſe 
who are within the ſphere of your immediate know- 
ledge or acquaintance, but by thoſe alſo whom 
you have never ſeen. © To them that are fanQi- 
« fied in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be ſaints : with all 
tt that in every place, call upon the name of Jeſus 
« Chriſt, our Lord, both theirs and ours, grace be 
« unto you,” 1 Cor. i. 2. I would that ye knew 
« how greatyeonflict I have for you, and for them 
« at Laodicea, and for as many as have not ſeen 
« my face in the fleſh,” Col. ii. 1. You will then 
be the object of love to all your brethren, of what 
ever nation, or language, or colour they may be, 
throughout the world. For you they will pray, 
and your beſt intereſt they will be ſolicitous to 
promote. 

« There is no man, that hath left houſe, or bre- 
« thren, or ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, 
or children, or lands, for my ſake and the goſ- 
« pel's, but he ſhall receive an hundred fold; now 
*in this time, houſes, brethren, fiſters, mothers, and 
« children, and lands, with perſecution ; and in the 
« world to come eternal life,” Mark x. 29, 30. that 
is, probably, they who, in love to Chriſt, or for his 
ſake, leave or renounce their all in this world, ſhall, 
wherever they go, and wherever the goſpel is be- 
lieved, and love by its means infuſed into the 
hearts of men, receive all the accommodation and 
ſupport which they may need, or perhaps even de. 
ſire, together with the tender affectionate love and 
friendſhip of brethren and ſiſters, of fathers and 
mothers, of wives and children, whereby, in pro- 

portion 
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pottion! to the number of Chriſtians thus diſpoſed; 
they will be repaid. an hundred fold (a definite for 
an indefinite number, perhaps many hundred fold) 
for the loſſes they have fuſtained. How intereſt. 
ing, how delightful à view does this paſſage af. 
ford us of the Kindneſs and generofity of our blef. 


ſed Saviour, and of the love and une happineſs 


of all his friends! 

Even good angels, theſe dle beings, are 
n ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter to them 
who ſhall be heirs of ſalvation. Not only ſo, but 
evil angels and wicked men, were, by their original 
conſtitution, diſpoſed to love and to befriend you; 
for they were at firſt made upright, and they are 


now miſerable becauſe they have deviated from 


the original ſtandard of obedience, and of love. In 
a word, all the other creatures, of every inferior 
order, whether animate or inanimate, becauſe of 
your connection with their Creator and Lord, are 
in a ſtate of friendſhip with you, and made to pro- 
mote; your intereſt and your happineſs : © Thou 
„ ſhalt be in league with the ſtories of the field, 


« and the beaſts of the field ſhall be at peace with 


© thee,” Job v. 23. Hoſea ii. 18. How grand and 


_ Intereſting are the views which this ſubje& opens 


to our mind of the ſecurity, of the peace and joy 
of all the diſciples of Chriſt: of God, the Father, 
Son, and Spirit, with all the good. and amiable 
through the univerſe, united by the bond of 
love, which can never be diſſolved.; of God, the 
xuler of all, infinitely perfect, and the fountain of 
all good, diſpenſing, with a liberal hand, love and 
happineſs ; and of good angels, and of the * 
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ed from among men, not only loving one another, 
but, by their gratitude, their love, their praiſe, and 
obedience, making to God the beſt returns they 
can: Views by which the mind is Rey ele- 


vated, and rendered happy. 
The well- grounded belief, that you are of the | 


number of theſe happy men, and connected with 
all the righteous. and amiable throughout the uni- 
verſe, mult inſpire your heart with gratitude and 
admiration, and fill you with joy unſpeakable. 
From this account, you are not to conclude that 
you will meet with no enemy, whether external or 


internal, in this world; or that your happineſs, 


while you remain in the preſent ſtate, will be com- 
plete : For here we know only in part, and ſee but 


through a glaſs darkly : The fleſh luſteth againſt 


« the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the fleſh;'ſo that 
« we-cannot do the things,” nor attain to the degree 
of perfection, that we would.” © We wreſtle 
e not againſt fleſh and blood, but againſt principali- 
« ties, againſt powers, and the rulers of the dark- 


« neſs of this world,” &c. Epheſ. vi. If the 


« world hate yon, you know that it hated me,” 


faid our Lord, . before it hated you.” The ground 


of your hope and comfort is, that he that is on 


your fide is greater, and more mighty than all 


that are againſt you; that your old man will gra- 
dually decay, and the new man grow ftronger by 
degrees; that God will make all things to work to- 


gether for your good; bruiſe Satan under your feet 
mortly; and, by enabling you to continue faithful 


to the death, will bring you to the enjoyment of a 


crown of life. St theſe hopes, and animated 
6 with 
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with this love, how many, and how ſweet will be 
your meditations of God! How pleaſant to your 
*taſte all his words of truth! And, by communion 
with him in prayer, and in the ordinances of the 
. goſpel, how great will be your happineſs ! You 
will not need to be dragged, with a reluctant mind, 
-nor determined by low and unworthy motives, to 
viſit the ſick, or preach the goſpel to your hearers, 
Your heart, melted into compaſſion, warmed with 
devotion, and inſpired with love, will not only ac. 
company you in, but prompt you to the perform. 
'ance of all your duties; and your defires of doing 
«good will far exceed the limits of your power. 
When your heart is thus engaged in your duty, 
and oondemns you not, having oonfidenoe towards 
God, how great muſt be your felicity ! 
| I remain, Dear Son, 2 
| 18 5478 Oc. 


n XXI. 


Dear Son, 


WHEN devotion and love to a ſypreme 4 
thus occupy your heart, they will abſtract it from 
the undue influence and tyranny of unruly paſ- 
ſians, and leave little room for their degrading and 
painful operations. It is much eaſier, you may 
believe, to prevent their uſurpation of power, than 
it will be afterwards to deprive them of it. When 
vou ſet out in the path of temperance, of righte- 
ouſneſs and piety, the practice of theſe graces will 
n into an habit. By repeated practice, the 

habit 
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habit will acquire more and more ſtrength; and 
the more active you are, the ſooner will this end 
be accompliſhed, or this habit be confirmed and 
brought nearet to perfection. And the ſtronger 
the habit, with the greater facility you will act, 
until, at length, the performance of the various 
duties will be as eaſy as if it had been natural, 
and as if you had had no bias to a contrary courſe. 
What a bleſſing to you will be good habits ear- 
ly acquired !— Habits favourable to temperance, to 
goodneſs, and devotion. What a boundleſs proſpect 
of endleſs delight, will theſe open to your mind! 
Your good habits will prevent the growth and 
miſery of bad ones. Under the influence of. good 
| WY habits, with what pleaſure will you read and me- 
ditate on the word of God, adminiſter comfort to 
the afflicted, reprove, rebuke, and impart inſtruc- 
tiun, both in private and public? compared with 
the ſtate of the man whoſe heart is en ſlaved by 
evil habits, who can perform no duty but with re» 
luctance and averſion, without love, without hope 
or ſatis faction; daily haunted with the melancholy 
zpprehenſions of a future ' reckoning, and of the 
miſery that wall follow. How happy muſt be your 
condition, whoſe mind, by the power of good habits, 
and by the influence of heaven, is ſet at liberty; 
mhoſe heart, inſpired by love, accompanies you, 
and is engaged in every duty which you can per- 
orm; 4%; while, with increaſing hope and joy, you 
© preſs towards the mark, for the prize of the high 
calling of God, in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord! How 
lappy will you be in yourſelf, and how great . 
it Plefling to others! How godlike, diffuſing ** 
an 


T 
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and peace, and happineſs, among all around you ! 
How comfortable will be your anticipations of the 
happineſs and glory which ſhall be revealed ! Thus 
your light will be gradually increafed, your faith 
confirmed, your hope ſtrengthened, and your love 
rendered more and more ardent; till you ſee what 
you now only believe, and enjoy what you now 
expect; and mortality be ſwallowed up of life. 
Another effect ef pious and good diſpoſitions of 
heart, will be the approbation of your own con- 
ſcience. Conſcience, the faithful and attentive mi- 


niſter of God, is appointed by him to inſpe& every 
man's heart, —his views and conduct; by its re- 


monſtrances, and the puniſhment which it inflicts, 
to ſhew wicked men what will be the unhappy end 
of their evil courſe; and thus to alarm them in 
time, to check, reſtrain, and lead them to repent- 
ance: And, by its applauſe, and the peace it con- 


fers, to grant to Chriſtians a foretaſte of the hap- 


pineſs which awaits. them, thereby to encourage 


them to abound in the work of God, and to per 


ſevere in well - doing. 1 Under the COgnizance . 
conſcience, fall the thoughts, the deſires and aver 


ſions, the love and hatred of men, and the effect 


of theſe, as they appear in their manners and con 
verſations, by all which the law of God is eithe 
r or tranſ{grefled. _ 

It is to be obſervedy that as all x men os 5 


no man, by any thing he can either do or ſuffer 
can obtain ſolid peace, or the approbation of his con 


ſcience, Till he be reconciled to God by faith in th 


; death of his Son; till then, he and his conſcience c 


narer be reconciled. When God gives to peniter 
| believe 
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believers marks of recanciliation, the conſcience for- 
gives; when he ſpeaks peace conſcience acquieſces, 
and ſpeaks peace alſo; When therefore your con- 
ſcience; upon trial, finds your views and diſpoſitions 
generally "conformable to the will of God, it will, 
in proportion, approve and commend you. 
Between the ſtate of the man whoſe mind is 
torn by contending paſſions, oppreſſed by the ty- 
ranny of vicious babits, and tormented by internal 
divifions—by war and diſcord, by remorſe and ſelf- 
reproach ; whoſe recollection preſents almoſt no- 
thing but violations of the law, omiſſions of duty, 
or ſervices performed without love, and under' the 
influence of unworthy motives, and whoſe proſpect 
is ſhut up with blackneſs, and darkneſs, and tem- 
peſt ; and who, the nearer he approaches his end, 
finds his horror and miſery increaſing, and yours, 
whoſe heart has been ſprinkled by the precious 
blood of Chriſt from an evil conſcience, and your 
conſcience kept generally void of offence, both to- 
wards God and towards men; in whoſe mind 
reign unity, order, harmony, and peace ; and who, 
the further you advance, and the greater progreſs 
you make in devotion, in righteouſneſs, goodneſs, 
and ſelf-government, will hear the applauſe of 
your conſcience becoming more and more loud, 
perceptible and pleaſant, until it be ſeconded and 
confirmed by the ſentence and approbation of him 
who will judge righteouſly ; which will com- 
municate, at once, honour'to you unſpeakable, and 
happineſs everlaſting—How immenſe will be the 
difference! „Well done, good and faithful ſervant, 
enter thou into the joy of thy Lord,” « Our re- 
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t joicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
« that, in ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with 
ic fleſbly wiſdom; but by the grace of God, we have 
« had our converſation in the world,” 2 Cor. i. 12, 
My Dear Son, that this may be your happy con- 
dition is the earneſt RO of your affectionate 
Father. 


1 Am, Ve, 


. LETTER 2 XXII. 


. Dear Son, 


HAV ING, in the courſe of my correſpondence 
with you hitherto, endeavoured to deſeribe, in ſome 
meaſure, the qualifications, which relate to your 
underſtanding, or mind, and thoſe which regard 
your heart; which are neceſſary, in order to your 
being a ſucceſsful and a happy teacher, 

now proceed to point out thoſe which relate to 
your public, or external conduct, which will alſo 
merit your moſt ſerious attention. 

If your views, your diſpoſitions, and affections, N 
are ſuch as I have deſcribed, and recommended, 
which I hope will be the caſe, they will naturally 
dictate ſuch a manner of life as will be adapted to 
themſelves, and agreeable to the word of God, the 
infallible rule, both for forming the diſpoſitions of 
your heart, and for regulating the conduct of your 
life. At the ſame time, a general delineation of 
that manner of life which you ought to ſtudy, and 
at which you ought to aſpire, may, in ſome degree, 
prove beneficial to you. 

There are — objects, which every man, par- 

ticularly 


licito 
ed. 
lociet 
parti. 
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ticularly every miniſter, ought to have in his 
view; and theſe are, the honour of God, or of the 
Saviour, the preſent and future intereſt of his fel- 
low-men, and his own happineſs. Theſe. objects 
will be attained, or theſe ends accompliſhed, by the 
pract ĩoe of thoſe virtues, which, both as a man and 
as a preacher, you ought to cultivate; and by the 
proper performance of thoſe duties which are at- 
tached to your office as a miniſter of the goſpel.. 

With reſpect to the virtues which you ought to 
practice, ſome of them I ſhall conſider in the fol- 
lowing order. Temperance, truth, righteouſneſs: 
or juſtice, humility, goodneſs, and pietʒ. 

With reſpe& to temperance. By this I under-: 
ſtand temperance in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of the 
word, —purity of manners, and moderation. in the 
deſire, the uſe, and the enjoyment. of all n 
good things. 

If by any ni you. ſhall be betrayed is into 
any omiſſion of the duty, or any violation of the law 
of temperance; that deviation, or fin, however fo- 
lieitous you may be to hide it, can hardly be conceal- 
ed. Theſe fins are forthe moſt part committed in the 
ſociety, with the knowledge, and perhaps with the 
participation of ſame of your confidents, or compa=- 

ions; and whatever appearance of benevolence 
g and friendſhip they may, in the mean time, put on, 
* eme through weakneſs, ſome through envy, and 
t ue through vanity, or other motives, will, by. _ 
x livulging the matter, betray you, and create to 
ou evils of the moſt pernicious kind. Thus the 
Fru, which you had reaſon to dread, will, under 


„e IN of a righteous providengs, Gon#UNMS 
5 vou. 
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. However much the envy, or vanity, of your 
pretended friends may be gratified, or whatever a- 
pology they may make for their conduct, you will 
receive a wound that can hardly be cured; and be 
left to reap the fruit of your own folly, and of 
their breach of confidence. You will loſe the 
countenance of the beſt, and be expoſed to the ri- 
dicule, to the contempt and inſults of the worlt part 
of your ſociety. 

Although good men may, upon the Cuppoſition 
of your repentance, forgive, and receive you into 
favour ; others, who are the greateſt number, will 
never forget, nor pardon your fault, and upon very Wl 
improper occaſions will put you in mind of it. 
This will depreſs your ſpirits, diſcourage your 
mind, and deprive you, through life, of that confi- 
dence which is neceſſary, in order to the proper 
and ſucceſsful performance of your duty, either 
in preaching = * or in reproving offen. 
ders. 
Tou will be Gina to handle the word of God 
_ deceitfully, either by gmitting, or ſlightly treating 
thoſe ſubjects which relate to your own infirmity ; 
_ conſcious, perhaps, that ſome might ſay to you, 
_ 4 Phyſician cure thyſelf.” 

Turpe eft doctori, cum culpa redarguit af. 
Tou will be tempted, in order to gain favour, or 
_ accompliſh your own ends, to deſcend below the 
_ dignity of your ſtation ; to uſe gentleneſs, where 
ſeverity is neceſſary ; to paſs over faults which de- 
ſerve reproof; and to flatter thoſe who deſerve n0 

| — And, notwithſtanding all theſe artifices, 


tranſ- 
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| | tranſgreflors will be multiplied, and viee rendered 
triumphant. The wicked walk on every ſide, 
| when vile men, or men reputed vile, are high in 
: place. Dead flies cauſe the ointment of the apo- 
e i * thecary to ſend forth a ſtinking ſavour ; ſo doth 
a alittle folly him that is in reputation,” or ought 
; to be in reputation, © for wiſdom and honour,” Eecl. 
t Fou are the ſalt of the earth, but if the ſalt 
a ave loſt his ſavour wherewith ſhall it be ſalt- 
«ed? It is thenceforth good for nothing, but to 


% be caſt out, and trodden under foot of men.” 
1 Matth. v. 13. 

y Thou art inexcuſable, O man! whoſoever thou 
t art, that judgeſt ; for wherein thou judgeſt ano- 
ir « ther, thou condemneſt thyſelf, for thou that 


. * judgeſt doeſt the ſame things; thinkeſt thou that 
er «thou ſhalt eſcape the 5 of God!? * Rom. 
= n. 3 
x - Moreover, he (the Biſhop or Paſtor) maſt have 
© good report of them which are without, leſt 
« he fall into reproach, and the ſnare of the devil,” 
1 Tim. iii. 7. 1. e. perhaps, by reproach, according 
to the intention, and under the influence of the ad- 
verſary, the man will be provoked to hate thoſe 
whom he ſuppoſes to be the authors of it. He will 
murmur againſt God, under whoſe government 
this evil bath happened; will have recourſe to in- 
temperance, as a mean of conſolation, and thereby 
become impudent, and hardened i in his evil courſe. 
Or, by means of reproach, his mind will be diſ- 
couraged, and faint under his trial; and, when de- 
prived of hope, become a prey to every tempta- 
tion. Thus his labours in the goſpel will be 
T0 D rendered 
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rendered fruitleſs, or of none effect. This is the 
ſnare in whieh he, and others in a ſtate ſimilar to 
his, are caught, from which they are ſeldom able 
to extricate themſelves. Thus God is diſhonour. 
ed, the beſt intereſts of thoſe committed to their 
charge are neglected or ed, and iheir own 
peace deſtroyed. 

Whereas, uf you ſet out with purity of manners, 
and perſevere in that courſe, your character will 
acquire a dignity and amiableneſs, (the other parts 
of your behaviour correſponding) which will en- 
gage the hearts of the beſt part of your hearers, 
and beget awe in the minds of the worſt, Your 
inſtructions will be received without prejudice, 
and yield the moſt pleaſant fruits. You will re- 
prove, rebuke, and exhort; and being in a manner 
invulnerable, none will preſume to hurt or deſpiſe 
you. Thus many ſouls will be edified, God glori- 


ed. 
I remain, Dear Son, 
LETTER n 
Dear Son, $3 
WITH reſpe& to truth. Truth, like every ** 
grace, is of a delicate nature, and therefore eaſily 


hurt. If you accuſtom_ yourſelf to uſe freedoms 
with truth, or to deviate from it in lighter or 


more trivial caſes, which in the eyes of the world 


will perhaps appear to be venial, and do no hurt to 
| your 
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your character; like an habitual ſwearer, you will 
be inſenſibly betrayed into more ſerious deviations, 
You will perhaps praiſe a man to his face, and tra- 
duce him behind his back. In one of which caſes 
you muſt have uttered a lie, or ſpoken what you 
did not think, or what you knew to be falſe, You 
will by one lie endeavour to hide- the deformity-of 
another, or to cover your defects, whatever they 
may be, or to promote your ſecular intereſt, or to 
render ſucceſsful the cauſe or the party which you 
have eſpouſed. And if you ſhall be once detected 
in a lie, eſpecially in a caſe. of importance, much 
more if you ſhall be often detected, wherever your 
name is known, fame will publiſh your defeQs, 
and make an impreſſion to your ne 
which cannot be effaced. 

What ſecurity can any man who knows your 
weakneſs, when he hears you, have, that you are 
ſpeaking truth, unleſs he can, by other means be- 
ide your information, be aſcertained of it? You 
will thus, like 8 member lopped off from the body 
of ſociety, become uſeleſs, and an object of con- 
tempt. What benefit, in this caſe, can mankind 
reap from your inſtructions? How can you recom- 
mend truth to them, when you yourſelf deſpiſe it? 
Are private Chriſtians bound not to lie, but to 
ſpeak every man the truth with his neighbour ; and 
hall a preacher of truth be freed from that obliga- 
tion? 'Thou that preacheſt that a man ſhould not 
lie, doſt thou thyſelf lie? The ſame evil conſe- 


. Fences, with theſe: mentioned in the preceding 


article, will follow the negle& or violatzon of 
ruth. | 
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On the other hand, if your aal rence to truth 
be ſtrict and uniform, it will give rn to your fl 


name, and a force to your inſtructiſhis, which will 
produce the moſt pleaſant and ſalutary effects. 
With regard to juſtice, or righteouſneſs. This 1 
virtue I ſhall conſider in the moſt reſtricted ſenſe, 
as relating to your intercourſe with mankind, 


Should you in any flagrant inſtance, much more 

in many, impoſe upon a ſimple ignorant man, and thi 

give him much leſs than the purchaſe you have “ 

made is worth; or take from him, for the pur. all 

- chaſe he hath made, much more than its value, or on 
than juſtice will admit ; ſhould you, in your gene- * 
ral commerce with mankind, not only adventure 15 


near the bounds of right or wrong, but, as oppor. 
tunity offers, overleap or tranſgreſs them, you will 
betray a worldly ſpirit, and a greedineſs of filthy 
Iuere, which, in a Chriſtian paſtor, the ſpirit of the 
apoſtle utterly condemns. If any man love the 1 


, world, the love of the Father is not in him.“ 1 
With what countenance can you exhort your hear = 
ers to ſet their affections on things above, fo * 
which you yourſelf have no regard? Or adviſe 10 
them not to ſet their hearts on things upon the 0 
earth, to which your heart is entirely devoted *P 
And what influence can your beſt counſels have uf ** 
pou your hearers, when they know that your ow: MY 

ice contradicts them? But, if the love of 
ghteouſneſs be one of the animating principle: Þ I 
of your life, and appear uniformly in every part 0 wk | 
your conduct, it will be to you an ornament 0 . 
grace, render your name venerable, and contributt ed, 


greatly to the ſucceſs of your miniſterial labour 


Th 
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The apoſtle, having ſpoken of the love of money, 
and of the evils which reſult from it, adds, But 
„chou, O man of God, flee theſe things, and fol- 
low after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, &. 1 Tim. 
vi. 11, © He that doth righteouſneſs, is righte- 
« ous, even as he is righteous.” 
Humility is another virtue by which the life of 
a Chriſtian paſtor ought to be diſtinguiſhed. Al- 
though humility is not an active virtue, yet it is 
neceſſary, in order to the exiſtence and growth of 
all the reſt. It is the field in which they ſpring, 
the ſoil in which they flouriſh and bring forth 
much good fruit. Without it, the virtues would 
evaniſh, and leave nothing but a ſhadow behind N 
them. 
Humility requires of men no ſacrifice bat what = 
is proper, reaſonable, and beneficial ; or a renun- 
. ciation of no right which they can juſtly: claim. 
It only requires, that they ſhould not think more 
„highly of themſelves than they ought to think; 
but that they ſhould think of themſelyes, as they 
truly are, as abſolutely dependant, as men who” 
have finned, and are yet called by the goſpel to 
entertain good hope through grace; for without 
hope there will be deſpondency, but there can be | 
no humility ; and if they thus think of themſelves, * 
they will think ſoberly indeed. _ = 
Connected with humility 3 are "mala 2 7 
| patience ; by meekneſs, you will eſcape the ſudden 
| guſts of anger, or be able to reſiſt them, and be ſe- 
cured from all the evils of an irritable temper, by 
which the minds of many are ſhaken and convul- 
led, and the peace of ſociety often interrupted. 


" * By 
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| By patience, you will be able to bear, with calm. 
neſs, with compoſure and ſelf-poſſeſſion, the evils 
and trials of life, to which every man is liable; 
and of which every miniſter has his particular 
thare, It is required of a biſhop, that he be not 
| ſoon angry, and no ſtriker, Titus i. That he be 
© patient, not a brawler,” x Tim. iii. O man 
of God;” faith the apoſtle, * flee theſe things” 
and, among other virtues, ** follow after patience 
and meekneſs, Chap. vi. 11. © Be ye clothed 
% with humility,” 1 Pet. v. 5. Oppoſed to hu- 
mility, and its attendant graces, are pride and vani- 
ty. By the influence of pride, you will ſuppoſe 
. yourſelf to be in a great meaſure independent and 
ſelf-ſufficient; and thus be led to look down, from 
your imaginary eminence, upon others, and to un- 
dervalue. and deſpiſe ne as unworthy of your 
regard. 

Pride is the offspring of ignorance; it renders e- 
very man who is governed by it, and particularly 
every man who preaches or recommends humilt- 
ty to others, at once deſpicable and odious, and is 
the forerunner of a dreadful fall. Pride goeth 
« before deſtruction, and an haughty ſpirit before 
7 a fall.” Prov. xvi. 18. The apoſtle ſays, that. a 
„ Biſhop ſhould not be a novice; leſt, being puffed 
« up with pride, he fall into the condemnation of 
* the devil,” 1 Tim. iti. 6. Left, by imitating 
the devil in pride, he ſhare in his condemnation. 
God refiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the 
„ humble,” 1 Pet. v. 5. As the man of pride is 
a man of contention and war, every hand will be 
armed agent him, and A rejoice at ga 
* all. 
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fall. How hateful an object then muſt a Ow 
prieſt be, both to God and to men? 

With humility are very confiſtent courage an 
fortitude, courage in aſſerting and defending the 
truth ; and fortitude in bearing the hardſhips and 
evils to which the friends of truth are expoſed. 
Of theſe graces, the lives of our Saviour and of his 
apoſtles, (although none were more humble than 
they) afford the moſt illuſtrious examples. 

x. If vanity poſſeſs your mind, you will cringe and 
flatter; you will read, write, and ſtudy hard; you 
will pray and preach, and perform the various 
functions of your office, merely to make a ſhew 
before men; to recommend yourſelf to their fa- 
vour, and gain their applanſe. How contemp- 
tible, how diſingenuous and impious a part will you 
act, when you pray, in appearance, to God, and re- 
commend to your hearers the Saviour, as their 
7 ſupreme good, while, in the mean time, your real 
: | intention is to ſubftitvte yourſelf in his place, and 
i; | fo attract to yourſelf the whole, or the greateſt 
part of the ptaife which is due to him alone! No 
te paſſion defeats its own purpoſe more effectually 
a chan vanity; for in proportion as you ſhew an in- 
d dlination to be exalted and praiſed, in the fame 
of proportion mankind will be diſpoſed to humble 
ng vou, and to render abortive all your attempts. as 
How greatly are we diſappointed and hurt with 
he | the exhibitions of men whom we know to be con- 
is ceited and vain? . © I 
be | Their words prove empty as' wind, and their 
bis beſt exertions vaniſh into air. Whereas we ac- 
n. | company the humble man with the greateſt plea- 
D 4 ſure ; 


1 4 — nn Sr 9 


— — — 


78 LETTERS FROM 


By patience, you will be able to bear, with calm. 
neſs, with compoſure and ſelf-poſſeſſion, the evils 
and trials of life, to which every man is liable; 
and of which every miniſter has his particular 
thare, It is required of a biſhop, that he be not 
ſoon angry, and no ſtriker, Titus i. That he be 
© patient, not a brawler,” x Tim. iii. O man 
of God;” faith the apoſlle, * flee theſe things“ 
and, among other virtues, * follow after patience \ 
% and meekneſs, Chap. vi. 11. © Be ye clothed W* 


© with humility,” 1 Pet. v. 5. Oppoſed to hu- 4 

mility, and its attendant graces, are pride and vani- 

ty. By the influence of pride, you will ſuppoſe be 
. yourſelf to be in a great meaſure independent and fi 
ſelf-ſufficient; and thus be led to look down, from b 
your imaginary eminence, upon others, and to un- be 


dervalue. and deſpiſe er as unworthy of your 
regard. 


Pride is the offspring of ignorance; it renders e- © 
very man who is governed by it, and particularly ſu 
every man who preaches or recommends humili- ks 


ty to others, at once deſpicable and odious, and is 
the forerunner of a qreadful fall. Pride goeth P 
« before deſtruction, and an haughty ſpirit before P 
9% a fall.” Prov. xvi. 18. The apoſtle ſays, that. a 
F „ Biſhop ſhould not be a novice; leſt, being puffed eli 
« up with pride, he fall into the condemnation of Pr. 
* the devil,” 1 Tim. iii. 6. Left, by imitating | Y® 
the devil in pride, he ſhare in his condemnation. 
God reſiſteth the proud, and giveth grace to the the 
* humble,” 1 Pet. v. 5. As the man of pride is 
a man of contention and war, every hand will be 
armed * him, and thouſands rejoice at - 
. fall. 
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fall. How hateful an object then muſt a mow 
prieſt be, both to God and to men ? 
With humility are very confiſtent courage and 
fortitude,—courage in aſſerting and defending the 
truth ; and fortitude in bearing the hardſhips and 
evils to which the friends of truth are expoſed. 
Of theſe graces, the lives of our Saviour and of his 
apoſtles, (although none were more humble than 
ey) afford the moſt illuſtrious examples. 
x. If vanity poſſeſs your mind, you will cringe and 
flatter; you will read, write, and ſt udy hard; you 
will pray and preach, and perform the various 
functions of your office, merely to make a ſhew 
before men; to recommend yourſelf to their fa- 
vour, and gain their applauſe. How contemp- 
tible, how diſingenuous and impions a part will you 
act, when you pray, in appearance, to God, and re- 
commend to your hearers the Saviour, as their 
ſupreme good, while, in the mean time, your real 
intention is to ſubſtitute yourfelf in his place, and 
to attract to yourſelf the whole, or the greateſt 
part of the pfaife which is due to him alone! No 
paſſion defeats its own purpoſe more effectually 
than vanity; for in proportion as you ſhew an in- 
clination to be .exalted and praiſed, in the fame 
proportion mankind will be diſpoſed to humble 
you, and to render abortive all your attempts. 
How greatly are we diſappointed and hurt with 
the exhibitions of men whom we en to be con- 
ceited and vain? N 
Their words prove empty as wind, and hte 
beſt exertions vaniſh into air. Whereas We ac- 
company the humble man with the greateſt plea- 
D 4 ſure ; 
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ſure; his words fink deep, and operate powerfully 
upon our hearts ; and the mote humble he is, and 
the more ſelf-denied, the more we praiſe, and the 
more we wiſh to exalt him. Such is the e 
ment of God, and ſuch the diſpoſition of men ! 

It will perhaps be ſaid, that the Scribes and 
Phariſees, who prayed and faſted often, and gave 
much alms to the poor, merely to be ſeen of men, 
although vain and ſelf-conceited, according to the 
teſtimony of our Lord, received their reward; that 
15, the praiſe which they ſo foudly purſued, But 
the paſſage now referred to, Matth. vi. is by no 
means inconſiſtent with the account which J have 
given. For theſe men had diſtinguiſhed their views 


with ſo much art, and concealed their principles 


under a veil ſo thick, that the ſimple ignorant mul- 
titude, unable to judge of their true charader, de- 
ceived by appearances, beſtowed the praiſe, or the 
reward which they were ſo ambitious to obtain. 
But when our Saviour detected their fraud, and 
expoſed their characters to the public view, they 
became, in the eyes of all men of any diſcernment 
or feeling, and will continue to be, objects of con- 
tempt and averſion ; and ſo muſt all be, when diſ- 
covered, who, in any degree, follow their ex- 
ample. 
Our Lord, in his humility and ſelf-denial, ſought 
not his own glory ; and now how precious is his 
name among all his ſaints ! And how great the 
glory to which he is advanced ! John viii. 50. 


The apoſtle Paul, and his brethren, © preached not 
WR, « themſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord,” 2 Cor. 
iv. 5. and now they enjoy the crown prepared for 

| them 
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1 


them in heaven; and their names will be tranſmit- 
ted, with honour, through all generations. How 
worthy are theſe examples of your imitation; and 


how happy are _ who faithfully copy after 


them! 
I remain, Dear 1 


Yours, Wes ; 


LETTER XXIV. 


Dear Son, 


PERMIT me, in the next place, to ſuggeſt a 
few remarks upon charity, or goodneſs. The na- 
ture, indeed, of this amiable virtue is ſo plain and 


obvious, that it will need little explanation. This 


grace of goodneſs will diſpoſe you to communicate 
to thoſe who need what your circumſtances will 
permit, or what it is in your power to beſtow, 
food to the hungry, clothing to the naked, know- 
ledge to the ignorant, counſel to the fooliſh, re- 
proof to tranſgreflors, and comfort to the afflict- 


ed. 


The moſt remarkable branches, or modifications, 
of this virtue are, love and compaſſion. If you 
are inſpired with this grace, you will love good 
men, (which, according to the teſtimony of the a- 
poſtle, is one mark of a good biſhop), ſhew hene vo- 
lence to all; commiſerate the ſtate of the afflicted, 
whatever be the cauſe of their diſtreſs ; « Rejoice 
« with hom that rejoice, and weep 1 with thoſe chat 
10 weep.“ | 

You will be diſpoſed, according to our - toes 

| 3 a direction, 
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direction, © to love even your enemies, to do good 
to them who hate you, to bleſs them who curſe 
« you, and to pray for them who deſpitefully uſe 


you, and perſecute you.” You will thus be like 


your Father in heaven, who is good to all, and 
« whoſe mercy extendeth unto the heavens : who 
e maketh his ſun to riſe upon the evil and the 
«© good, and ſendeth rain upon the juſt and the un- 
«c juſt. 79 

The great object of this ſublime virtue, in all 
its parts, is the removal of miſery, and the com- 
munication of happineſs. Animated, therefore, 
with the ſpirit of charity and goodneſs, you will 
enjoy the honour, even in this world, of reſembling 
your Father in heaven; * and at laſt be perfect, e- 
« yen as he is perfect. + "ly 

| Oppoſed to this virtue is envy, with the other 
malevolent paſſions connected with it. Mankind 
were originally inſpired with a defire to excel in 
every thing amiable and praiſe-worthy; to rejoice, 
at the ſame time, each in his neighbour” s fucceſs, 
and by no means to throw impediments in his way, 
or to be grieved at his progreſs, or his happineſs : 
and thus this virtuous and laudable emulation was 
defigned to lead men to the higheſt improvement 
in goodneſs and in happineſs. 

But when, by the introduction of fla, their 
minds were blinded, and the things of this world 
appeared to be the moſt excellent, the ſupreme 
good; then the conteſt began, and ftill continues to 
be, who ſhall obtain the greateſt ſhare of wealth, 


or of pleaſure, or the higheſt degree of honour. 


Nor are they ſcrupulous, or nice, in the choice of 
OO Ms | means 
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means for accompliſhing their end. Every man, 
according to his taſte, or the mode of his educa. 
tion, ſtrives eagerly to be firſt in learning, in 
wealth, in honour, or pleaſure ; ſorry when he 
ſoes uhother about to overtake or ſurpaſs him: and, 

in this caſe, he tries every expedient, however 
unjuſtifiable, to humble, to perplex, and diſappoint | 
him. Thus virtuous, generous emulation, is con- 
verted into helliſh envy ; than which no paſſion 
renders a man, both in point of moral A 
and of miſery, liker the devil. 

If then, when you yourſelf obſerve, or learn 
from others, that your neighbour is more learned, 
a bettet preacher, a more laborious, aud more ſuc- 
ceſsful and popular minilter than yourſelf, you are 
ſorry, and try, in a moſt ungenerous manner, by 
traducing his character, and hurting his ſucceſs, to 
weaken his hands and diſcourage his mind, you: 
are the man of envy, whoſe character I have at- 
tempted to deſeribe: anl to any man, much more 
to a miniſter of the goſpel, how great à diſgrace: | 
muſt ſuch an infernal paſſion be!“ With what 
grace, with what conſcience, can you recommend: 
to others, the generoſity, benevolence, and goodneſs, 
to which your own heart is an utter ſtranger; or 
exclaim againſt envy and malevolence, by which. 
you. are ſo much enſlaved ! 

If you are diſappointed. 1 in your attempts vgaiait 
your neighbour, if he continues to ſhine, and to 
proſper ;. your envy will degenerate into hatred 
and ill- will, —the very picture of Satan, and the pre- 
lude to you of hell,” if you repent not. May God 

D6 


deliver 
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deliver you, and all of your profeſſion, from the 
dominion of a * ſo malignant and ſo pernici- 

| 1 remain, Dear "a | 
. 858 


LETTER XXV. 
Dear Son, 


PIETY, or devotion, is a grace which has an 
immediate reſpect to God, and is ſuperior to all 
others. Among theſe it fits as queen; with her 
dreſs they are attired, and with her ſpirit they 
are animated. Without piety, all the virtues are 

lifeleſs, infipid, unſubſtantial, and unintereſting. 
From various motives, men may be temperate 
in their enjoyments, juſt 'in their dealings, and 
true in their intercourſe with mankind. They 
may act in this manner, in order to ſave their 
money, to preſerve their reputation, to promote 
their ſecular intereſt, or avoid the evils to which, 
by a contrary conduct, they would be expoſed. 
They may, by performing deeds of kindneſs to o- 
thers, gratify their natural compaſſion, or humani- 
ty, and acquire to themſelves thę name of Kind 
and beneficent men, and yet be deſtitute of piety ; 
without which there will remain a vacuity in their 
minds, and a defect in their virtues, which nothing 
_ Elſe in their power can ſupply. 

When men are known to be void of the fear 
and love of God, what confidence can any perſon 
congeRed with them, by whatever tie, have in 

them? 


them? What ſecurity. can he have, that th ey it 


- ought to direct their minds and govern their hearts, 


f extinguiſhed, will diſſolve the bands by which friend - 


leſs the degree of love, the leſs union, the leſs con- 
fidence and happineſs there muſt always be. 


his neighbour as he ought, In that light in which 


image. From a principle of natural affection and | 


A FATHER TO HIS SON, 8 


continue faithful. in - ſecret as well as in public; 
when abſent, as well as when preſent? That they 
will continue to love him as they have profeſſed, 
and perform for him the various duties and good 
offices, upon which his happineſs depends, and 
which love and real friendſhip preſeribe? On the 
contrary, has he not reaſon. to ſuſpect, that, unin« 
fluenced by piety, that heavenly principle which 


they will yield to ſurrounding temptations, prove 
unfaithful, negle& his intereſt, and fruſtrate his 
hopes? And will not his ſuſpicions, be often found 
to be too well grounded? 4 

Suſpicion weakens love; and bows enfeebled or 


ſhip is cemented, and the members of ſociety unit- 
ed, or held together. | 

By the want of piety a 8 is 5 
defective, imperfect, and unamiable. The leſs 
the love which ſuch a character inſpires, and the 


Without piety, or love to God, no man can love 


God appears as he is, amiable; and his will, en- 
joining love to himſelf and to mankind, juſt and 
good; in the ſame light men, eſpecially good men, 
appear, to a certain degree, to be objects of love; 
and that love to them is a duty. Therefore, with- 
out devotion, or love to God, the ſupreme beauty, 
you cannot love men, who were made after his 


- humanity, 
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humanity, or from a regard to your own character, 
you may ſhew an attachment to your family and re- 
lations, and a certain degree of regard to your neigh- 
bours. You may teach them to provide for their 
own ſubfiſtence. You may even contribute to their 


riſing, or making a figure in the world, But what 


will all this in the end avail, unlefs proper attention 
be paid to the intereſt and happineſs of their minds? 
And, without piety, what attention can you pay 


to an intereſt ſo precious? How can you recom- 


mend to them the love of God, whom you do not 
love! And how ean you ſhew a proper concern 


for their future happineſs, when you feel none for 


your own? And, without ſuch concern and ſuch 
attention to your own happineſs, and to theirs, and 
a 1 regard to God the fountain of happi- 

nels, how can you love your . er as n 
ſelf, as the law requires ? 

Suppoſing you could, without piety, love your 
neighbour, and perform all the duties dictated by 
love, which I have ſhewn you cannot; where is 
that aFeQion for God, which he originally plant- 
ed in your boſom, and deſigned to ſuperintend and 
direct all your other affections and appetites, and 
to infuſe into your heart the higheſt degree of 
happineſs ? If it remains negle&ed, torpid and in- 
active, how mutilated, how deformed and wretch- 
ed muſt your mind be! the grand channel of its 
ſupreme felicity being thus obſtructed and ſhut 
up. Ia a word, without piety, in ſotne degree, ſo- 


ctety eannot ſubſiſt, nor yield to man, formed for 


ſociety, the happineſs which he fondly deſires. 
Without © piety; man is an anomalous, heterogent- 


ous, 


— 
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ous, monſtrous kind of being; in his appetites re- 
ſembling the beaſts, in his paſſions and external 
form a man, but without the heart or diſpoſition 
of a man. If you ſhould be in this unhappy con- 
dition, from which I pray God to preſerve you, 
how irkſome and diſagreeable a taſk muſt the per- 
formance of your duty be! With what coldneſs, 
with what indifference and reluctance, muſt you 
recommend piety to God, of which you yourſelf 
have no feeling! Or love to men whom you do not 
love! What pleaſure can a life without piety | 
yield? And how hopeleſs will be your future proſ- 
pects?— On the other hand, if piety be the leading 
principle of your life, the performance of your duty 
will be to you a fund of delight. Converſing with 
God daily, and ſerving him in the goſpel of his 
Son, you will be“ changed into the ſame image 
„with him.” Life, upon review, will yield you 
2 rich harveſt of pleaſure. Your ſervices in the 
goſpel will go up as a memorial before God, and 
deſcend again in many bleſſings upon yourſelf; 
and, by your means, upon others around you. 


By piety, the principles and happineſs of heaven 


will be begun in you; your proſpects will be glo- 

rious, and when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 

* you will receive a crown of glory, that fadeth' 

not away. Godlineſs, with contentment, is great 
e gain. O man of God, follow thou after rights. 

* ouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, love,“ 1 Tim. vi. 117. 

I remain, Dear Son, | 

| Tout, Wei *? 

* On the Chriſtian temper and character read Evan's ſer,, | 

2 Watt's Chriſtian Morality; Placette, Fictets Morale 


LET. 
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LETTER XXVI . 


Dear Son, 


» I GO on to deſcribe the qualifications of which, 
as a preacher or miniſter, you ought 1o be poſſeſſ- 
ed: And, by way of introduction, ſhall make a few 


obſervations, which hitherto could not be eaſily in- 
troduced. If you are well informed and wiſe, you 


will not be apt to boaſt that you often dine, or are 
frequently in company, with my Lord, or with Sir 
ſuch a thing; that he ſhewed you much reſpect, and 
ſaid to you many civil things; for this is a ſign of 
a vain, of a weak, and little mind, which, whatever 


. you may think, will degrade, and render you an 
object of contempt to all men of taſte and diſcern- 


ment. Reſpect is due to men of rank, eſpecially 
to thoſe of high life, who fear God ; but to cringe, 
to fawn, and flatter greatneſs, merely as greatneſs, 


as if it were the higheſt honour, and the only 


road to happineſs, is an indication of a weak judg- 
ment, and of a bad taſte, 

By your learning and piety, by your diſcretion 
and prudence, I hope you will acquit yourſelf in 
any company, however polite or faſhionable, ſo as 
to beget no contempt of yourſelf, nor bring diſho- 
nour to the religion which you profeſs; but, on the 
contrary, that you will procure eſteem and reve · 
rence for both. | 

The right government of your tongue, in order 


to your peace,. your honour, and ſuccefs in your 
profeſſion, will be abſolutely neceſſary, * He that 


« keepeth his mouth, and his tongue,” ſaith the wiſe, 
man, 
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man, © keepeth his ſoul from trouble.“ If you have 
a turn for wit, which is generally connected with ſa- 
tire, by all means endeavour to- ſuppreſs it; or, 
which will be a difficult taſk, uſe it always with 
humanity, with the ſtricteſt delicacy and prudence, 
or upon great occaſions, when it may be employed 
in order to expoſe folly and inſolence, or to con- 
found impudence and vice. For if, neglecting theſe 
cautions, you ſhall expoſe the weakneſs of any per- 


ſon, preſent or abſent, and make him the object of 


merriment and ridicule, you may indeed create a 
laugh, and in appearance render yourſelf entertain- 
ing and agreeable; but, beſides the reſentment of 
the perſon whom you have thus treated, to which 
you are expoſed, you may believe, that, however 
reſpectable you may appear at a diſtance, and. 
however agreeable as a companion, when . viewed 
in a nearer light, you muſt appear as a dangerous 
man, neither to be truſted nor loved as à friend, 
but ſhunned by all wiſe men, as an object of dread 
ad averſion. 
In paſſing through life, you will 1 many 
men of talents, who might have been highly uſe. 
ful in ſociety, by means of this humour, anſwering 
little or no other purpoſe than that of beacons, 
erected to warn others to avoid the rock upon 
which they have ſuffered ſhipwreck, | 
Your humanity and charity will diſpoſe you to 
throw a veil over the weakneſſes and infirmities of 
mankind, if they can with propriety be-concealed. 
You will not entertain your family and friends 
with the hiſtory of the complaints, of the ſelf-ac« 


- cyſations and confeſſions of the afflicted, whom 
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you may happen to have viſited; and you will 
keep locked up in your breaſt, and ſacred as your 
life, the ſecret committed to your truſt. - You will 
thus be conſidered as a father to the afflifted, and 
the friend of mankind. You will have ready ac- 
ceſs to their hearts ; and have it in your power to 
do them the moſt ſubſtantial ſervice : Add to this, 
the ſatisfaftion- and applauſe of your own mind, 
and, if you act from a proper principle, the appro- 
bation of Him in whoſe favour is life. | 
- You will not be double tongued, ſaying, in mean 

compliance with the oppoſite hamours of men, one 
thing in one company, and the reverſe in another; 
putting on the appearance of friendſhip to a man, 
or family, when preſent, and in their abſence join- 
ing with their neighbours in expoſing their weak- 
neſs, or in traducing their characters. You will 
not, by bafely repeating to one man what you 


heard to his difadvantage from another, or to one 


family what you have heard in a neighbouring 
one, deſtroy their friendſhip, break their peace, and 
provoke their reſentment againſt one another. For 
while, by your means, they hate, and take every 
opportunity to hurt one another, it is one of the 
teaft evils you have reaſon to dread, as the reward 
of your very unworthy behaviour, that you will 
become the object of the keeneſt reſentment to 
both. © Lev. xix. 16. Thou ſhalt not go up.and 
down, as a tale-bearer among thy people.” Prov. 
xi. 13. A tale-bearer revealeth the ſecrets, but 
he that is of a faithful ſpirit, contealeth the mut - 
ter.” Chap. xviii. 3. © The words ofa tale-bearet 
Lare as wounds, and they go down into the inner- 

«© maſt 
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© moſt parts of the belly.” Chap. xvii. 9. He that 
© repeateth a matter, ſeparateth very friends.“ 

As our. Lord, when he dwelt among men, did 
not interfere in the political concerns of his ceun- 
try; as he ſpent no time in pointing out to the rulers 
of the world at that time, the propereſt mode of 
correcting the errors, or alleviating the burdens of 
their government; nor in preſcribing to his coun- 
trymen the beſt means of relief, or the. moſt proper 
method of obtaining a redreſs of their grievances. 
And as his apoſtles obſerved, with the utmoſt ex- 
actneſs, the ſame rule, and followed religiouſly their 
Maſter's example in this, as well as in every other 
caſe; ſo you, notwithſtanding the change of cir- 
cumſtances, and the alterations which have taken 
place in ſociety ſince that time, having more noble 
objects to purſue, and employment of a more in- 
tereſting kind, ſufficient to engage your whole at- 
tention, and occupy all your powers, will not be 
raſh in dipping, or engaging deeply in political 
conteſts, 

With reſpect to eccleſiaſtical politics, that fource 
of ſo much rancour and malevolence among men 
who ſhould dwell together in peace, and emulate 
one another in doing good; as I do not incline to 
give you poſitive directions on this head, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that when you have ſeriouſly con- 
fidered the following queries, you will be able to 
determine what meaſures you ought generally ta 
purſue. 

When you have obtained the charge of a oaek(h; . 

(if that event ſhall ever happen) or the cure of 


* | * : 
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ſouls, as it 1s called ; could you, with juſtice or pro- 
priety, conſider five hundred, or a thouſand, or two 
thouſand perſons, of whom your pariſh may conſiſt, 
to have been made for you, or committed to your 
care, merely for your ſake, to fulfil your pleaſure; 
and, without any judgment, any will or choice of 
their own, to ſubmit implicitly, in every caſe, to 
your dictates, whatever they may happen to be? 
Had you the inclination and power to enforce your 
decifions, and to oblige all your hearers to profeſs 
preciſely the ſame opinions, what would be the 
conſequence? They would, for the moſt part, either 
become hypocrites, or a ſet of machines, without 
knowledge, without mn, and without happi- 
neſs. 

If you would not dachte theſe meaſures re- 
ſpecting your own hearers; would you adopt them, 
had you power, with eee to the church at 
large? 

Or, on the other hand, would you not ſuppoſe, when 
ordained a miniſter, that. you have been raiſed to 
the ſtate of a Chriſtian paſtor for the good of thoſe 
committed to your inſpeQion? Chriſt, the chief 
Shepherd, came not be miniſtred unto, but to 4 
© niſter, and to give his life a ranſom for many.” 
How great was bis gentleneſs and compaſſion, and 
how unſpeakable his love! In his care of the flock, 

and i in his condeſcenſion to their weakneſſes, he 
was in a moſt conſcientious manner- followed by 
his apoſtles. The apoſtle Paul, for inſtance, as far 
as duty or conſcience would permit, became all 
things to all men, both to Jews and Gentiles, that 
be might gain, or ſave ſome. We preach,” ſaid he, 
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not ourſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and 
* ourſelves your ſervants for Jeſus? ſake *.“ 

When you have given your voice, once or twice, 
with thoſe of a certain party, they will expect, 
that in every future caſe you will purſue the 
ſame courſe ; and ſhould yon, in any inſtance, diſ- 
appoint their expectation, many of them will con- 


fider you as a weak, a fluctuating, unfaithful, 'a 


dangerous, and perhaps a hypocritical, man. But 
as you will find good men om both fides, and that 
neither party is always in the right, you ought, in 
every caſe, to judge for yourſelf; and when you 
are ſatisfied that a cauſe is juſt or unjuſt, well or 
ill founded, without regard to the opinion, the fa- 
vour, or diſapprobation of men, you will give your 
voice accordingly. The approbation of your con- 
"ſcience will yield you more ſatisfaftion than the 
applauſe of men, and miniſter the ſweeteſt and 
moſt pleaſant ſolace under all their cenſures. 
| | 1 remain, Dear Son, 
Yours, We. 


LETTER XXVII. 


Dear Son, 


— 


AFTER the obſervations made, or the direc- 
tions given you in the preceding letter, I proceed 
to give you ſome inſtructions relating to your con- 
duct, as the paſtor of a Chriſtian people. If. your 
head and heart ſhall be furniſhed, as I hope they 


will 


See * on preaching Chriſt; 5 Boſtwick on 
preaching not ourſelves, but Jeſus Chriſt. 


» „L114 „„«ͤ4„ on” _— 
_ — 


94 LETTERS FROM 


will be, yon will invariably purſae the great ob- 
ject of your miniſtry, — the ſalvation, or happineſs 
of your people ; 1n which is involved the honour 
of God and your own comfort and honour. | 

And how 1s this end to be obtained, or that hap- 
pineſs ſecured ?. By the illumination, or inſtruction 
of their minds, and by gaining or attrafting their 
hearts to the love of God, of Chriſt, and of their 
duty; and then all other things will be right of 
courſe. 

The great mean which God hath appointed for 
this purpoſe is his word, the perfection and ex- 
cellency of which I have formerly endeavoured, in 
ſome meaſure, to deſcribe, Of this word, the 


moral law, which every man is bound to obey, 


makes an eſſential part; the explanation of that 
law, in all its greater and more minute parts, of 
its connection with God and man, and of its foun- 
dation in the nature of both, with a particular ap- 
plication to your hearers, will be NN ne- 
ceſſary, in order to their proper information *. 
1. When, by your accurate and faithful expoſi- 
tion of the law, and by your affectionate addreſs to 
your hearers, they are induced to'examine by it, 
or to compare with it, their thoughts, their deſires 
and averſions, or attachments and antipathies, 
their words and actions, to all which the law ex- 
tends, and of which it takes the cognizance; when 
they conſider how often, in each of theſe caſes, 
they have offended ; how much precious time, 
® For aiding jut views of the perfections 


u in attaining 
_ the law of God, 2 s true religion delinea- 
as | 


and without that love which would have rendered 


them pleaſing to God and profitable to themſelves; 


and that they have not only failed in.the-performi- 
ance of their duty, but in innumerable inſtances 


tranſgreſſed the law; when they perceive that 
their fins are thus multiplied, and, by many cir- 
cumſtances, highly aggravated, for which fins, nei- 


ther they, nor any other creature, are able to make 
atonement, their conſciences muſt be awakened, 
and their minds much alarmed. © By the law, is 
* the knowledge of fin ; the law worketh wrath.” 

2. Here, with great propriety, are to be intro- 
duced thoſe parts of ſcripture which relate to 


Chriſt the Saviour, to his admirable inſt ructions, 


his amiable character, the dignity and infinite ex- 
cellence of his perſon; the wonderful atonement 
for fin made by his death, the perfect righteonſ- 
neſs he has brought in, by his unſpotted obedience, 
for the juſtification of the ſinner; together with 
his gradious declarations, kind invitations, and pre- 


who, accepting his invitation, come to him. | 

When any one of your hearers, by means of the 
law and the goſpel, clearly explained and power- 
fully enforced, convinced of the law as a tranſgreſ- 
or, and perceiving his danger, is enabled to come 
d Chrift, or believe in his name, he is juſtified, 
us fins are pardoned, and peace ſhed abroad in his 
teart; nnn . ſaved.” Be. 
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they have devoted to vain purſuits, and how mach 
to bad ones; how many duties they have entirely 
omitted, and how many they have performed, both 
to God and men, from low and unſuitable motives, 


ious promiſes of pardon and ſalvation to thoſe, 


* 
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ing juſtified by faith, we have peace with God, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” John v. 24. 
*Verily, verily, I ſay unto you, he that heareth my 
„words, and believeth on Him that ſent me, hath 
« everlaſting life, and ſhall not come into con- 
© demnation, but is paſſed from death unto life.” 
John x. 28, 29. I give unto them eternal life, 
and they ſhall never periſh, neither ſhall any 
<.pluck them out of my hand: my Father; which 
„ gave them me, is greater than all; and none is 
« able to pluck them out of my Father's hand.” 
3. Since men who believe are thus juſtified, not in 
any meaſure by their-own works, but only by the 
_ obedience and righteonſneſs of Chriſt, what obliga- 
tion are they under in future to obſerve the law? 
And what purpoſe can be anſwered by their obe- 
dience ? In anſwer to this, you will have an op- 
portunity of ſhewing, that men, who are enlighten- 
ed with the knowledge of God and of his Son, of 
his excellence and amiableneſs, of his goodneſs, 
love, and merey, who believe, and are renewed in 
.the ſpirit of their minds, are naturally incited to 
love him, and all whom he loves. We love him 
e becauſe he firſt loved us.” «© The love of Chriſt 
cc conſt raineth us.. Love is of God, and every 
« one that loveth, is born of God, and knowet! 
« God.” What man ever knew God, who is the 
ſupreme beauty, who did not love him? And what 
man ever leved God, who did not love his neigh 
bour ? “He that loveth him that begat, lovet 
« him alſo that is begotten of him.” By thi 
« ſhall all men know that ye are my diſciples, i 
« ye have love one to another,” John xiii. 35 
Fa. 8 The 
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That is, the diſciples of no maſter on earth, un- 
connected with Chrift, ever learned the heavenly 
divine leflon of love; and therefore, as he is the 


only Mafter who teaches men to Jove, all who 


love ſhew themfelves to be his diſciples. © © 
Again, who ever loved God and the Saviour, 
who did not, in proportion to his love, purſue that 


courſe, and perform thoſe actions, which love 


naturally dictates? Or who, in proportion to his 
knowledge and love, did not cultivate that temper, 


and perform thoſe works, which God, the ſupreme 


object of his love, requires? The more ardently 
he loves, and the more perfectly he obeys, the 
more conformable he is to the law: and the moe 
conformable to the law, the liker he is to God, 
whoſe image the law is: and the more he reſem- 
bles, the more he will hanovr or glorify God: and 
the more he loves and honours him, the more love 
he will ſhew, and the more good he will do to his 
fellow- men: and the more he abounds in the 
works of faith, and labours of love, the happier he 
becomes, and the fitter for heaven, here flore n 


happineſs for ever reign. 


- From what'T 1 vill: npaic ide. - 
the law; deliverance from the eurfe of it b faith 


in Chriſt: and the happy effects of this fleliver- 
ance, difcovered by the love and obedienee of 


Chriſtians, who are made new creatures, created 


in Chrift utto good works; are che three great 
ſubje&s of revelation, to which all che other parts 
of it refer, and with which they are intimately on- 
neQed. If you fhall make choice, for inſtance, uf 
= ME of God, as CR Uiſcourſe; his 

| holineſs, 
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Holineſs, juſtice, and truth, accompanied by infinite | 


wiſdom, and armed with almighty power, muſt fill 
the minds of finners with dread and aſtoniſhment ; 
but his mercy, revealed in the goſpel, yields to be- 


lievers good hope, and fills their hearts with grati- 


tude. Or if you chuſe, for topics, the paſſions and 

affections of mankind, after deſcribing their nature, 
their operations, and the ends they were defigned 
to'ſerve, you muſt point out their depravity, and 
the vices, or evils, which ſpring from it, with the 
means which the goſpel: preſcribes, and the mo- 
tives which it propoſes, in order to their renova- 
tion, and their gradual reſtoration to their former 
uſefulneſs. | 

In a word, when you deſcribe the duties which 
men owe to God, and to one another, you muſt 
conſider the law, as the great rule of duty; the 
law, which not only preſcribes the external ac- 
tions, but alſo the principles from which they 
' ought to proceed. If theſe duties are either o- 
mitted or improperly performed, the law is violat- 
ed; and the law tranſgreſſed denounces a curſe, 
from which finners can be delivered, and the love 
of their duty reſtored, only, by the. grace of the 
goſpel, or by faith in Chriſt, 

It may here be remarked, that when you have 
explained any part of the law, and pointed out to 
ſinners the terrors of it, as one or more of your 
hearers may have been convinced as tranſgreſſors, 
you ought not to leave them in a ſtate, for ought 
you know, of perturbation and trouble, until, at 
ſome future period, you chuſe to explain the na- 


ture and the grace of the goſpel : you muſt im- 
Sig mediately 
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mediately point out to them the remedy of which 
they ſtand ſo much in need. 
As time would fail me, ſhould J attempt to e- 
numerate and explain the various articles of this' 
part of your duty, I ſhall only further 'obſerve, in- 
this ſtage of our correſpondence, that if, diſcerning 
the harmony of all the parts of the ſcriptures, their 
beauty, their excellence, and perfection; and how 
admirably they are fitted for correcting the errors, 
and promoting the happineſs of mankind: and if, 
conſidering the great variety of human paſſions, 
humours, and purſuits; and of the moral diſtempers, 
with which they are affected, and the need they” 
have of a remedy, you ſhall wiſely adapt your in- 


ſtructions to this variety, and give to every one 


his portion in due ſeaſon, you will“ approve your- 
« ſelf a workman, who needeth not to be alhamed, x 
« rightly dividing the word of truth,” 


I remain, Dear Son, 1 
Yours, Vc. 


© LETTER XXVII. 
Dear Son, 


I 8HALL endeavour, in this epiſtle, to compriſe: 
what further occurs to me relating to your duty as 
a preacher, and miniſter of the goſpel. If you 
Judge wiſely, you will not ſuppoſe, after you have 
ſtudied for a while, however affiduouſly, the ſacred 
feriptures, that you underſtand them perſedly,. | 
and may therefore devote the remainder of your 
time and labours chiefly to other ſtudies of infe- 
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rzour moment. For although many parts of ſcrip- 
ture are ſo plain, that perſons of ordinary capacity 
may underſtand them, and to ſuch a degree as to 
obtain ſalvation. by means of them; there are yet, 
in theſe very paſſages, truths, connected with and 
| folowing one another in ſucceſſion, removed from 
the view of common eyes, which will afford ſcope 
for your maſt diligent, your moſt devout, and plea- 
ſant inveſtigation; and how much more muſt this 
be the caſe with reſpect to the paſſages which are 
more obviouſly difficult ? 

The word of God, like his works, is a great 
deep, which will admit of endleſs inquiry, and, yield 
increaſing delight, until you ſee without the medi- 
um of the written word, and * know even as you 
are known,” * Who can, by ſearching, find out 


© God to perfection?“ The riches of Chriſt are 


unſearchable. Eph. ui. 18. That ye may be 
able to comprehend with all ſaints, the breadth 
&« and length, the depth and height, and to know 
«© the love of Chriſt, which paſſeth knowledge.” 
Rom. xi. 33. © O the depth of the riches, both of 
the wiſdom and knowledge of God, how un- 
« ſearchable are his judgments, and his _ paſt 
« finding out!“ 

The apoſtle Peter obſerves, 2 Epiſile, iii. 16. 
that, in the writings of his brother Paul, there are 
ſome things hard to be underſtood. 

It is by the truths of the goſpel, dearly explain- 
ed and properly applied, that, under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, the minds of men are enlighten- 
ed, delivered from prejudice and the love of fin ; 
become like to Gad, the fountain of truth ; and are 
rendered 


. 
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rendered completely happy. How much then doth 
it concern you to propoſe to them the truth in its 

ſimplicity? For ſhould you, through careleſſneſs or 

prejudice, impart'to them, inſtead of the truths of 

the goſpel, your own indigeſted and ill-founded o- 
pinions, you would turn them out of the road of 
truth and of happineſs. Inſtead of light, you would 

infuſe darkneſs ; and adminiſter poiſon in place of 
wholeſome food. The apoſtle ſtrikingly obſerves, 
that the words of certain teachers do eat as a 

« canker.” 

If any man under your inſpection, through your 
negligence, periſh in his ſins; as you omitted to 
give him warning, God will require his blood at 
your hand. How awful is the thought! And how 
powerfully ſhould it incite you to attention, and. 
diligence in the work of the Lord! Ezek. iii 
Chap. xxxiv. 10.“ Behold J am againſt the ſhep- 
* herds (that is the careleſs thepherds), and I will 
„ require my flock at their hand.“ 

When you have choſen a paſſage of Stiele as 
a ſubject of diſcourſe, the firſt thing neceſſary is to 
aſcertain the meaning of it; this, when: accom- 
pliſhed, will give you courage and pleaſure in the 
proſecution of your remaining | taſk. Should 
you, in place of a ſermon, compoſe and deliver 
an eſſay, without any method, or ſuch as your 
hearers cannot perceive, . you might perhaps 
pleaſe yourſelf, but no man elſe; for you will be 
underſtood by none. When you have diſcover- 
ed the meaning of your text, the next ſtep is to 
chuſe the method, or plan, according to which 
you intend. to illuſtrate it; and the more natural it 
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1s, and the more moderate (if the ſubje& will per- 


mit) the number of your articles, or heads, the 


more eaſy and delightful will be your taſk in the 


compolition, the more clearly will the difcourſe 


be underſtood, and the more eafily remembered by 


the hearers. Your words ought to be, as much as 
poſſible, thoſe in common uſe ; ſo placed in your 
ſentences, and your ſentences fo connected, that the 
whole may be luminous, obvious, and inviting to 


men of every capacity 


« Meditate on theſe things, give thyſelf wholly 
« to them, or be wholly in thefe things,” 1 Tim. 
iv. 15.; let your paſtoral duty be the great ob- 
ject of your attention, to which all your other 
ſtudies and purſuits ought to be made ſubſervient; 
« that thy profiting may appear unto all,” or in 
all things. 

Take heed,” ſaith the apoſtle, to thy doctrine;“ 
and let all your ſtudies and labours be accompanied 
and followed with fervent prayers to God, who a- 
lone can open your underſtanding, that you may 
underſtand the ſeriptures, guide you unto all truth, 
and crown your labours with ſucceſs. q. 
Whether you ſhould deliver written. or unwrit- 
ten difeourſes mult be left to your own diſcretion: 
2 It will be highly worth your white to read with care 
Wilkins on preaching ; Claude on the compoſition of a ſer- 
mon, with Robertſon's notes; Cambray on eloquence z or 


Fordyce on the art of preaching, and eloquence of the pul- 


it. On the paſtoral office in general, I muſt earneſtly recom- 
— to your ſerious attention, Baxter's reformed paſtor ; 
Burnet's paſtoral care; and Watts humble attempt towards 


the revival of practical religion. 


each 
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each of theſe modes has its advocates, and thoſe too 
of great diſtinction. 0 
By writing, if you compoſe with care, you will 


have all your ideas collected, digeſted, and arranged in 
their proper order; your mind will remain collec- 


ted in the delivery, free from hefitation and embar- 
raſſment; and, by the ſimplicity of your plan, and 
the diſtin& order preſerved through all the parts, 
your hearers, without any difficulty, will, through 
the whole, perceive the end which you propoſe, 
and eaſily remember what you have ſaid. 

By delivering unwritten diſcourſes, you avoid 
the pain and drudgery of writing. When you 
have thoroughly ſtudied your ſubject, and digeſted 
in your mind the different parts; and when, you 
have, by cuſtom, acquired a proper degree of con- 
fidence, and of facility of expreſſion, you ean preach 
with much ſatisfaction to yourſelf, and edification 


to your hearers. For, being more unfettered, than 


in delivering a written diſcourſe, you can cateh im- 
portant ideas, ſuggeſted by the occaſion, which 


might not have occurred to your mind when writ- 


ing in your cloſet» Theſe you can illuſtrate and 
enforce with the greateſt advantage: beſides, your 


| language, brought down to a level with the capa- 
city of your hearers, will be the more eafily un: 
tion, and affect their 
It is to be remarked, that he who would 


derſtood, commghd thei 
hearts. 
adopt this mode, and purſue it with ſucceſs, muſt 


have a very «agliderable fund of knowledge, Both 


of the ſcriptures and of human nature, and he muſt 


ſtudy his ſubject, and arrange his ideas, with as - 
much attention as he who. writes. 5 
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The ſureſt way of publiſhing-the whole counſel 
of God is, by a regular courſe of expounding the 
ſcriptures, in what, in Scotland, are called lectures. 


In this way, no doctrine or duty can be wholly- 


omitted. By ſearching the ſcriptures, and com- 


paring ſpiritual things with ſpiritual, you ſhould 


endeavour to form a judgment for yourſelf, con- 
cerning the genuine ſenſe or meaning of every 
paſſage, before you conſult any expoſitor. But, in 


this important exerciſe, you have many excellent 


helps, in the commentaries, annotations, and para- 
phraſes of learned and pious men. 


To 


On the <vhole Scripture, I may venture tv recommend 


Henry, Gill, Pool's annotations, and his ſynopſis criticorum. 
For parallel paſſages, Clerk's family Bible, and Brown's ſclf- 
interpreting Bible; on the Old Teſtament, Michalis's notes 
to his Hebrew bible; on the New Teſtament, Calvin, Dod- 
dridge' Guyſe, and Wolfii curz philologice.—But you will de- 
rive ſtill more advantage, by conſulting thoſe who have pubs 
liſhed expoſi: ions of, or annotations on, detached parts of the 


facred writings : Such as, on the pentateuch, Ainſworth ; on 


the hiſtorical books, Patrick ; on the hagiographa, Michaelis ; 
on Job, Schultens ; on the pſalms, Geicrus, Venema, Horne, 
Molerus; on the proverbs, Schultens, Geierus; on eccleſiaſ- 
tes, Geierus; on the prophets, Lowth, (the Father of the 
Biſhop); on Iſaiah, Vitringa, Biſhop Lowth, M*Culloch ; on, 
iah, Venema; on Ezekiel, Venema ; on Hoſea, Pocock; 
on Joel, Chandler; on Malachi, Venema; on John, Lampe; 
on the acts of the Apoſtles, Streſo, Faucheur on the eleven, 
firſt chapters; on the Ep. to the Romans, Carpſovii ſtricture 
in Ep. ad Romanos ; Fraſer of Alneſs on chap. vi. and vii. 
an he Galatians, Riccalton, Weſſelius, Luther; on the E- 
pheſians, Boyd; on the Coloſians, Davenant, Daillee; on the. 
epiſtle to the Theſſalonians, Alphonſus Turretine; on the e- 
piſtle to the Hebrews, Owen, Pierce, Maeſtrezat; on the epiſtle 
of James, Manton; on the firſt epiſtle of Peter, Leighton; on, 
both the epiſtles of Peter, Langius ; on the firſt epiſtle of John, 
Cotton, Langius; on Jude, Manton ; on the Revelation, Vi- 
tringa, Mede, Lowman, biſhop Newton, Johnſton, 
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- To preach the goſpel is an important duty, but 


not the only one; another is to viſit your people in 


their affliction, and to converſe with them as often. 
as you find opportunity. Our Lord went about 
continually doing good, and taught his diſciples not 
only in public, but in private; and the apoftles 


taught from houſe to houſe. Pure religion is 


* this, to viſit the fatherleſs and widows,” (but not 
exclufively of others) © in their affliftion,. and to 
* keep one's ſelf unſpotted from the world 


T have faid nothing about ſyſtematic reading: the utility, 
however, of making one's ſelf maſter of at leaſt one good fyi- 
tem of theology, is ſufficiently obvious, from the impottance 
of obtaining a clear connected view of revealed truth. And, 
fince I am in the way of recommending books, I take the li- 
berty of mentioning the ſyſtems of F. Turtetine, Pictete, aud 
Ridgley, any one of which may be ſtudied with advantage. 
But if you can procure Stapfer's theologia polemica, I adviſe 
you to avail yourſelf of the profit you may derive from it. 

It is incumbent on a divine to, be acquainted; with the great 
theological controverſies. On that with, the Socinians and 
Arians, we have Biſhop Bull's works; Waterland's tracts 3 
Jones on the Trinity; Serle's Hore ſolitariæ; Hawker on the 


- divinity of the Son and Holy Ghoſt ; Wynperſſe s proof of 


the Godhead of Chrift ; Tompkin's Mediator. 

On the controverſy with the Arminians, Gill's cauſe of God 

and truth; Owen's diſplay of Arminia niſm; Davenant on 

the Love of God to man, againſt Hoard; Chanler on the 

doctrines of grace; Limeſtreet' ſermons; and the works of 

prelident Edwards, Witſius, and To 1315333 
On the controverſy with the church of Rome, the preſerva- 


tive againſt popery, in three vol. folio ; Salter-hall Termons, . 


and the ſermons. of Barrow, THlotſon, and Stillingfleet. 
For the direction and conſolation of the afflicted, you may 
ſafely recommend to thera, ſuch treatiſes as the following; 
and you yourſelf may reap much profit from the of 
them, viz, Hill's ſermons; Boſton s crook ot the lot; Graw- 
furd's dying thoughts ; Shaw's welcome to the plague ; Sher- 
lock on death and judgment; Orton on eternity; FlaveFs to- 


ken for mourners ;z Groſvenor's mourner; Conſolatory let- 


ters, publiſhed by Dr Erſkine. 
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By following ſo great examples, and complying 


with ſuch heavenly directions, you will have ample 
ſcope for the exerciſe of your ſympathy with the- 
afflicted. and the poor; and of love to God, to the 
Saviour, and to your fellow-men: and theſe graces, 
with others connected with them, will be to you 
ſources of inexhauſtible pleaſure. 

You will thus become acquainted with the ca- 
pacities, with the diſpoſitions, the wants and cha- 
raters of your people; and thereby have the beſt 
opportunities of adminiſtring reproof, inſtruQion, 


and comfort, and of ſupplying judicioully the wants 


of the poor. By this manner of conduct, you 
will be ſo far from rendering yourſelf contempti- 
ble, that you will be highly reſpected and uſeful; 
for in Chriſt's kingdom, he who would be great 
muſt be the miniſter, and he who would be firſt 
muſt be the ſervant of all his brethren, whether 
poor or rich. Remember always the apoſtolic di- 
rection, Take beed to thyſelf, as well as to thy doc- 
trine: with the utmoſt care avoid every weakneſs. 
and ſin which you reprove in others: and whate- 
ver duty or virtue you recommend to them, ſhew 


_ evidently, by your own conduct, that you love and 


practiſe it. If in this manner you diſpenſe to eve- 
ry one his portion of meat in due ſeaſon, how hap- 
py ſhall you be, if your Lord, when he cometh, 

ſhall find you ſo doing ! | 
And now, my dear Son, if God ſhall enable you: 
to follow theſe directions, and practiſe theſe duties, 
zie me much more pleaſure, than if, with- 
u otion, you ſhould be promoted to the high- 
: [Fr eſt 
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eſt rank in ſociety, or acquire millions of gold and 
ſilver. My ſon, if thine heart be wiſe, my heart 
ſhall rejoice, even mine. They that be wiſe ſhall 
© ſhine as the brightneſs of the firmament, and they 
te that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the ſtars for e- 
« ver and ever.” My earneſt prayer to God ſhall 
always be for your ſucceſs and happineſs, 


I remain, 


My Dear Son, 
Your moſt affectionate Father, 
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